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To raise the achievement of every student in the state,
Maryland implemented "Achievement Matters Most," a new plan for public
elementary and secondary schools that sets goals in the areas of achievement,
teaching, testing, safety, and family involvement in schools. This guide for
parents outlines the goals and characteristics of the initiative, and how
progress will be assessed. The guide first highlights five simple but
challenging goals for Maryland public education: (1) achievement will improve
for each student; (2) curriculum, instruction, and testing will be better
aligned and understandable; (3) all educators will have the skills to improve
student achievement; (4) all schools will be safe, drug-free, and conducive
to learning; and (5) parents and legal guardians will be involved in
education. Next, the guide outlines several ways the state encourages high
expectations and helps schools to improve, including a new voluntary, state
curriculum; grades given to schools based on how well they teach; school
improvement teams for each school; financial rewards and public recognition
for schools making strong improvements; and a state family involvement
policy. The state-wide curriculum is then detailed, including how it will
differ from the Maryland Content Standards. Next, the state's two testing
programs are highlighted, one for elementary and one for high school; sample
questions from both tests are included, as is information on assessment of
students with special needs and/or limited English proficiency. In the area
of the state's family involvement policy, the guide outlines signs that
families and educators are communicating and working together in a particular
school: schools and families communicate regularly; parents play a role in
helping students learn; parents are welcome in the school, and their help is
appreciated; and parents are included in making decisions that affect their
children. Finally, the guide offers suggestions for parents to encourage
their child's achievement, such as setting high expectations, talking with
the child's teacher(s) regularly, dedicating 15 minutes daily to talking with
the child, helping with homework, and meeting with high school counselors to
talk about post-high school opportunities. (HTH)

Reproductions supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made
from the original document.



U
.S

. D
E

P
A

R
T

M
E

N
T

 O
F

 E
D

U
C

A
T

IO
N

O
ffi

ce
 o

f E
du

ca
tio

na
l R

es
ea

rc
h 

an
d 

Im
pr

ov
em

en
t

E
D

U
C

A
T

IO
N

A
L 

R
E

S
O

U
R

C
E

S
 IN

F
O

R
M

A
T

IO
N

C
E

N
T

E
R

 (
E

R
IC

)
hi

s 
do

cu
m

en
t h

as
 b

ee
n 

re
pr

od
uc

ed
 a

s
re

ce
iv

ed
 fr

om
 th

e 
pe

rs
on

 o
r 

or
ga

ni
za

tio
n

or
ig

in
at

in
g 

it.
M

in
or

 c
ha

ng
es

 h
av

e 
be

en
 m

ad
e 

to
im

pr
ov

e 
re

pr
od

uc
tio

n 
qu

al
ity

.

P
oi

nt
s 

of
 v

ie
w

 o
r 

op
in

io
ns

 s
ta

te
d 

in
 th

is
do

cu
m

en
t d

o 
no

t n
ec

es
sa

ril
y 

re
pr

es
en

t
of

fic
ia

l O
E

R
I p

os
iti

on
 o

r 
po

lic
y.

P
E

R
M

IS
S

IO
N

 T
O

 R
E

P
R

O
D

U
C

E
 A

N
D

D
IS

S
E

M
IN

A
T

E
 T

H
IS

 M
A

T
E

R
IA

L 
H

A
S

B
E

E
N

 G
R

A
N

T
E

D
 B

Y

1

cu
r

A
P

A
R

E
N

T
'S

 G
U

ID
E

to
ch

ie
ve

m
en

t M
at

te
rs

 M
os

t

20
02

-2
.0

03
h3

6e
ttt

ito
s$

1.
(3

1f
ar

io
or

i

E
D

uC
 A

T
I 

N

T
O

 T
H

E
 E

D
U

C
A

T
IO

N
A

L 
R

E
S

O
U

R
C

E
S

IN
F

O
R

M
A

T
IO

N
 C

E
N

T
E

R
 (

E
R

IC
)

M
ar

yl
an

d'
s 

pl
an

 fo
r 

pr
eK

-1
2 

ed
uc

at
io

n



A
 P

A
R

E
N

T
'S

 G
U

ID
E

 T
O

 A
C

H
IE

V
E

M
E

N
T

 M
A

T
T

E
R

S
 M

O
S

T
A

 P
A

R
E

N
T

'S
 G

U
ID

E
 T

O
 A

C
H

IE
V

E
M

E
N

T
 M

A
T

T
E

R
S

 M
O

S
T

M
A

R
Y

LA
N

D
 S

T
A

T
E

B
O

A
R

D
 O

F
 E

D
U

C
A

T
IO

N
M

ar
ily

n 
D

. M
au

lts
by

Pr
es

id
en

t

R
eg

in
al

d 
L

. D
un

n
V

ic
e 

Pr
es

id
en

t

Jo
 A

nn
 T

. B
el

l
Ph

ili
p 

S.
 B

en
zi

l
D

un
ba

r 
B

ro
ok

s
C

la
re

nc
e 

A
. H

aw
ki

ns
W

al
te

r 
S.

 L
ev

in
K

ar
ab

el
le

 P
iz

zi
ga

ti
E

dw
ar

d 
L

. R
oo

t
W

al
te

r 
So

nd
he

im
, J

r.
Jo

hn
 L

. W
is

th
of

f
C

ar
ol

in
e 

G
if

fo
rd

 (
St

ud
en

t M
em

be
r)

N
an

cy
 S

. G
ra

sm
ic

k
Se

cr
et

ar
y-

T
re

as
ur

er
 o

f 
th

e 
B

oa
rd

St
at

e 
Su

pe
ri

nt
en

de
nt

 o
f 

Sc
ho

ol
s

S

M
A

R
Y

L
A

N
D

 S
T

A
T

E
 D

E
PA

R
T

M
E

N
T

 O
F 

E
D

U
C

A
T

IO
N

O
ff

ic
e 

of
 S

ch
oo

l a
nd

 C
om

m
un

ity
 O

ut
re

ac
h

R
on

al
d 

Pe
if

fe
r,

 A
ss

is
ta

nt
 S

ta
te

 S
up

er
in

te
nd

en
t

20
0 

W
es

t B
al

tim
or

e 
St

re
et

B
al

tim
or

e,
 M

ar
yl

an
d 

21
20

1-
25

95

P
H

O
N

E
41

0-
76

7-
06

00
/8

88
-2

46
-0

01
6

F
A

X
41

0-
33

3-
22

75

w
w

w
.m

ar
yl

an
dp

ub
lic

sc
ho

ol
s.

or
g

T
he

 M
ar

yl
an

d 
St

at
e 

D
ep

ar
tm

en
t o

f 
E

du
ca

tio
n

do
es

 n
ot

 d
is

cr
im

in
at

e 
on

 th
e 

ba
si

s 
of

 r
ac

e,
 c

ol
or

,

se
x,

 a
ge

, n
at

io
na

l o
ri

gi
n,

 r
el

ig
io

n,
 o

r 
di

sa
bi

lit
y 

in

m
at

te
rs

 a
ff

ec
tin

g 
em

pl
oy

m
en

t o
r 

in
 p

ro
vi

di
ng

ac
ce

ss
 to

 p
ro

gr
am

s.
 F

or
 in

qu
ir

ie
s 

re
la

te
d 

to

de
pa

rt
m

en
ta

l p
ol

ic
y,

 p
le

as
e 

co
nt

ac
t t

he

E
qu

ity
 A

ss
ur

an
ce

 a
nd

 C
om

pl
ia

nc
e 

B
ra

nc
h

M
ar

yl
an

d 
St

at
e 

D
ep

ar
tm

en
t o

f 
E

du
ca

tio
n

20
0 

W
es

t B
al

tim
or

e 
St

re
et

B
al

tim
or

e,
 M

D
 2

12
01

-2
59

5

PH
O

N
E

 4
10

-7
67

-0
43

3 
T

T
Y

/T
D

D
 4

10
-3

33
-6

44
2

FA
X

 4
10

-7
67

-0
43

1

T
A

B
LE

 O
F

 C
O

N
T

E
N

T
S

C
ha

ng
es

 in
 M

ar
yl

an
d 

P
ub

lic
 E

du
ca

tio
n

2

A
ch

ie
ve

m
en

t M
at

te
rs

 M
os

t
4

H
ig

h 
E

xp
ec

ta
tio

ns
6

C
ur

ric
ul

um
8

M
ea

su
rin

g 
P

ro
gr

es
s

10

M
ar

yl
an

d 
S

ch
oo

l A
ss

es
sm

en
t

10

M
ar

yl
an

d 
H

ig
h 

S
ch

oo
l A

ss
es

sm
en

ts
16

T
es

tin
g 

S
tu

de
nt

s 
w

ith
 S

pe
ci

al
 N

ee
ds

an
d/

or
 L

im
ite

d 
E

ng
lis

h 
P

ro
fic

ie
nc

y
21

A
cc

ou
nt

ab
ili

ty
22

F
am

ily
 In

vo
lv

em
en

t
24

E
nc

ou
ra

gi
ng

 A
ch

ie
ve

m
en

t
26

F
or

 M
or

e 
In

fo
rm

at
io

n
28



A
 P

A
R

E
N

T
'S

 G
U

ID
E

 T
O

 A
C

H
IE

V
E

M
E

N
T

 M
A

T
T

E
R

S
 M

O
S

T
A

 P
A

R
E

N
T

'S
 G

U
ID

E
 T

O
 A

C
H

IE
V

E
M

E
N

T
 M

A
T

T
E

R
S

 M
O

S
T

C
H

A
N

G
E

S
 IN

 M
A

R
Y

LA
N

D
P

U
B

LI
C

 E
D

U
C

A
T

IO
N

r,
I

s 
a 

pa
re

nt
, y

ou
 w

an
t t

he
 b

es
t f

or
 y

ou
r 

ch
ild

re
n.

 T
ha

t i
nc

lu
de

s 
a 

fi
rs

t

/I
cl

as
s 

ed
uc

at
io

n 
th

at
 w

ill
 p

re
pa

re
 th

em
 f

or
 a

 s
uc

ce
ss

fu
l f

ut
ur

e.
 T

he
st

at
e 

of
 M

ar
yl

an
d 

w
an

ts
 th

e 
be

st
 f

or
 c

hi
ld

re
n,

 to
o.

T
o 

ra
is

e 
th

e 
ac

hi
ev

em
en

t o
f 

ev
er

y 
st

ud
en

t, 
M

ar
yl

an
d 

de
si

gn
ed

A
ch

ie
ve

m
en

t M
at

te
rs

 M
os

t,
a 

ne
w

 p
la

n 
fo

r 
pu

bl
ic

 s
ch

oo
ls

 th
at

 s
et

s

go
al

s 
in

 th
e 

ar
ea

s 
of

 a
ch

ie
ve

m
en

t, 
te

ac
hi

ng
, t

es
tin

g,
 s

af
et

y,
 a

nd
 f

am
ily

in
vo

lv
em

en
t i

n 
sc

ho
ol

s.
 A

ch
ie

ve
m

en
t M

at
te

rs
 M

os
t i

s 
ba

se
d 

on
 th

e 
w

or
k

of
 th

e 
V

is
io

na
ry

 P
an

el
 f

or
 B

et
te

r 
Sc

ho
ol

s 
an

d 
al

so
 in

cl
ud

es
 th

e
re

qu
ir

em
en

ts
 o

f 
th

e 
N

o 
C

hi
ld

 L
ef

t B
eh

in
d 

A
ct

 o
f 

20
01

 a
nd

 th
e 

B
ri

dg
e 

to

E
xc

el
le

nc
e 

in
 P

ub
lic

 S
ch

oo
ls

 A
ct

.

T
he

V
is

io
na

ry
 P

an
el

 fo
r 

B
et

te
r 

S
ch

oo
ls

w
as

 a
 g

ro
up

 o
f 

pa
re

nt
s,

te
ac

he
rs

, a
dm

in
is

tr
at

or
s,

 c
ol

le
ge

 p
ro

fe
ss

or
s,

 p
ol

ic
y 

m
ak

er
s,

 a
nd

 n
at

io
na

l

ed
uc

at
io

n 
ex

pe
rt

s 
th

at
 r

ev
ie

w
ed

 M
ar

yl
an

d'
s 

sc
ho

ol
 r

ef
or

m
 e

ff
or

ts
 a

nd
m

ad
e 

re
co

m
m

en
da

tio
ns

 f
or

 im
pr

ov
em

en
t. 

St
at

e 
Su

pe
ri

nt
en

de
nt

 o
f

Sc
ho

ol
s 

N
an

cy
 G

ra
sm

ic
k 

br
ou

gh
t P

an
el

 m
em

be
rs

 to
ge

th
er

 to
 h

el
p 

he
r

pl
an

 a
 n

ew
 d

ec
ad

e 
of

 s
ch

oo
l i

m
pr

ov
em

en
t i

n 
M

ar
yl

an
d.

 T
he

ir
re

co
m

m
en

da
tio

ns
 a

re
 th

e 
ba

ck
bo

ne
 o

f

A
ch

ie
ve

m
en

t M
at

te
rs

 M
os

t.

T
he

 N
o 

C
hi

ld
 L

ef
t B

eh
in

d
A

ct
w

as
 p

as
se

d 
by

 th
e 

U
.S

.
C

on
gr

es
s 

an
d 

si
gn

ed
 in

to
 la

w
 o

n

Ja
nu

ar
y 

8,
 2

00
2.

 T
hi

s 
la

w
 r

eq
ui

re
s

st
at

es
 to

 d
ev

el
op

 s
ta

nd
ar

ds
 a

nd
 m

ea
su

re
 s

tu
de

nt
s'

pr
og

re
ss

 to
w

ar
d 

th
em

, p
ub

lis
h 

"r
ep

or
t c

ar
ds

" 
on

 s
ch

oo
ls

, m
ak

e 
su

re

2

te
ac

he
rs

 a
re

 h
ig

hl
y 

qu
al

if
ie

d,
 a

nd
 ta

ke
 a

ct
io

n 
w

he
n 

sc
ho

ol
s 

ar
en

't 
sa

fe
 o

r

ar
en

't 
m

ak
in

g 
en

ou
gh

 a
ca

de
m

ic
 p

ro
gr

es
s.

 M
ar

yl
an

d 
ha

s 
do

ne
 th

es
e 

th
in

gs

fo
r 

m
an

y 
ye

ar
s.

 H
ow

ev
er

, t
he

 n
ew

 la
w

 g
iv

es
 M

ar
yl

an
d 

na
tio

na
l g

ui
de

lin
es

an
d 

de
ad

lin
es

 f
or

 im
pr

ov
em

en
t.

T
he

B
rid

ge
 to

 E
xc

el
le

nc
e 

in
 P

ub
lic

 S
ch

oo
ls

 A
ct

w
as

 p
as

se
d

by
 th

e 
M

ar
yl

an
d 

G
en

er
al

 A
ss

em
bl

y 
in

 s
pr

in
g 

20
02

. T
he

 A
ct

 in
cr

ea
se

s

fu
nd

in
g 

to
 p

ub
lic

 s
ch

oo
ls

, d
ir

ec
ts

 m
or

e 
fu

nd
in

g 
to

 s
tu

de
nt

s 
w

ith
 s

pe
ci

al

ed
uc

at
io

na
l n

ee
ds

, a
nd

 g
iv

es
 s

ch
oo

l s
ys

te
m

s 
gr

ea
te

r 
fl

ex
ib

ili
ty

 in
 h

ow
fu

nd
s 

ar
e 

sp
en

t. 
In

 e
xc

ha
ng

e 
fo

r 
th

es
e 

fu
nd

s,
 e

ac
h 

sc
ho

ol
 s

ys
te

m
 m

us
t

de
ve

lo
p 

a 
pl

an
 to

 im
pr

ov
e 

ac
hi

ev
em

en
t f

or
 a

ll 
its

 s
tu

de
nt

s.

Sc
ho

ol
 s

ys
te

m
s 

m
us

t a
ls

o 
es

ta
bl

is
h 

fu
ll-

da
y 

ki
nd

er
ga

rt
en

pr
og

ra
m

s 
fo

r 
al

l c
hi

ld
re

n 
an

d 
pr

e-
ki

nd
er

ga
rt

en
 p

ro
gr

am
s

fo
r 

ch
ild

re
n 

fr
om

 lo
w

-i
nc

om
e 

fa
m

ili
es

.

T
he

 s
ta

te
 o

f
M

ar
y:

an
d

w
an

ts
 th

e 
be

st
 f

or
ch

if
ic

ir
e

,
to

o.



A
 P

A
R

E
N

T
'S

 G
U

ID
E

 T
O

 A
C

H
IE

V
E

M
E

N
T

 M
A

T
T

E
R

S
 M

O
S

T
A

 P
A

R
E

N
T

'S
 G

U
ID

E
 T

O
 A

C
H

IE
V

E
M

E
N

T
 M

A
T

T
E

R
S

 M
O

S
T

A
C

H
IE

V
E

M
E

N
T

 M
A

T
T

E
R

S
 M

O
S

T

ni c
hi

ev
em

en
t M

at
te

rs
 M

os
t s

et
s 

fi
ve

 s
im

pl
e 

bu
t c

ha
lle

ng
in

g 
go

al
s 

fo
r

M
ar

yl
an

d 
pu

bl
ic

 e
du

ca
tio

n.

G
oa

l 1
: A

ch
ie

ve
m

en
t w

ill
 im

pr
ov

e 
fo

r 
ea

ch
 s

tu
de

nt
.

T
he

go
al

 o
f 

an
y 

ed
uc

at
io

na
l p

la
n 

or
 p

ol
ic

y 
is

 to
 im

pr
ov

e 
st

ud
en

t a
ch

ie
ve

-

m
en

t. 
B

ut
 w

ha
t m

ak
es

 M
ar

yl
an

d 
di

ff
er

en
t i

s 
its

 a
tte

nt
io

n 
to

 e
ac

h 
st

ud
en

t.

M
ar

yl
an

d 
is

 s
er

io
us

 a
bo

ut
 e

lim
in

at
in

g 
pe

rf
or

m
an

ce
 g

ap
s 

am
on

g 
st

ud
en

ts

of
 d

if
fe

re
nt

 r
ac

es
 a

nd
 e

th
ni

ci
tie

s,
 f

am
ily

 in
co

m
es

, n
at

iv
e 

la
ng

ua
ge

s,
 o

r

di
sa

bi
lit

ie
s.

 T
o 

m
ak

e 
su

re
 a

ll 
st

ud
en

ts
 a

ch
ie

ve
, s

ch
oo

ls
 a

re
 e

xp
ec

te
d 

to

sh
ow

 a
ca

de
m

ic
 p

ro
gr

es
s 

am
on

g 
al

l c
hi

ld
re

n 
re

ga
rd

le
ss

 o
f 

ra
ce

/e
th

ni
ci

ty
,

ge
nd

er
, d

is
ab

ili
ty

, p
ov

er
ty

 s
ta

tu
s,

 m
ig

ra
nt

 s
ta

tu
s,

 o
r 

lim
ite

d 
E

ng
lis

h

pr
of

ic
ie

nc
y.

 A
ll 

of
 th

e 
fo

llo
w

in
g 

go
al

s 
su

pp
or

t s
uc

ce
ss

 in
 th

is
 g

oa
l.

tr
?

G
oa

l 2
: C

ur
ric

ul
um

, i
ns

tr
uc

tio
n,

 a
nd

 te
st

in
g 

w
ill

 b
e 

be
tte

r
al

ig
ne

d 
an

d 
un

de
rs

ta
nd

ab
le

. C
ur

ric
ul

um
,

in
st

ru
ct

io
n,

 a
nd

 te
st

in
g

ar
e 

ed
uc

at
io

n'
s 

bu
ild

in
g 

bl
oc

ks
. A

 c
lo

se
 c

on
ne

ct
io

n,
 o

r 
al

ig
nm

en
t,

am
on

g 
th

e 
th

re
e 

is
 c

ri
tic

al
. M

ar
yl

an
d 

is
 d

ev
el

op
in

g 
a 

ne
w

 c
ur

ri
cu

lu
m

 to

m
ak

e 
cl

ea
r 

fo
r 

te
ac

he
rs

 w
ha

t c
on

te
nt

 a
nd

 s
ki

lls
 s

ho
ul

d 
be

 ta
ug

ht
 in

 e
ac

h

su
bj

ec
t, 

at
 e

ve
ry

 g
ra

de
. M

ar
yl

an
d'

s 
te

st
s 

w
ill

 m
ea

su
re

 h
ow

 w
el

l s
tu

de
nt

s

ha
ve

 le
ar

ne
d 

th
e 

co
nt

en
t a

nd
 s

ki
lls

 in
 th

e 
cu

rr
ic

ul
um

. T
es

t r
es

ul
ts

 w
ill

he
lp

 te
ac

he
rs

 id
en

tif
y 

st
ud

en
ts

' s
tr

en
gt

hs
 a

nd
 w

ea
kn

es
se

s 
an

d 
im

pr
ov

e

in
st

ru
ct

io
n.

 T
es

t r
es

ul
ts

 a
ls

o 
w

ill
 g

iv
e 

pa
re

nt
s 

a 
be

tte
r 

pi
ct

ur
e 

of
 th

ei
r

ch
ild

's
 a

ca
de

m
ic

 p
er

fo
rm

an
ce

.

G
oa

l 3
: A

ll 
ed

uc
at

or
s 

w
ill

 h
av

e 
th

e 
sk

ill
s 

to
 im

pr
ov

e
st

ud
en

t a
ch

ie
ve

m
en

t.
If

 s
tu

de
nt

s 
ar

e 
to

 m
ee

t h
ig

h 
st

an
da

rd
s,

 th
ey

ne
ed

 s
ki

lle
d 

te
ac

he
rs

 w
ho

 th
or

ou
gh

ly
 u

nd
er

st
an

d 
th

e 
cu

rr
ic

ul
um

 a
nd

ho
w

 to
 te

ac
h 

it.
 M

ar
yl

an
d 

m
us

t r
ec

ru
it 

th
e 

be
st

ca
nd

id
at

es
 in

to
 c

la
ss

ro
om

s 
an

d 
gi

ve
 th

em

re
as

on
s 

to
 s

ta
y 

in
 th

e 
pr

of
es

si
on

. N
ew

 te
ac

he
rs

ne
ed

 s
up

po
rt

 a
nd

 m
en

to
ri

ng
; a

ll 
te

ac
he

rs
 n

ee
d

on
go

in
g 

tr
ai

ni
ng

 a
nd

 ti
m

e 
to

 p
la

n 
le

ss
on

s.
 A

nd

ev
er

y 
sc

ho
ol

 n
ee

ds
 th

e 
le

ad
er

sh
ip

 o
f 

a 
hi

gh
ly

qu
al

if
ie

d 
pr

in
ci

pa
l.

G
oa

l 4
: A

ll 
sc

ho
ol

s 
w

ill
 b

e 
sa

fe
,

dr
ug

-f
re

e,
 a

nd
 c

on
du

ci
ve

 to
 le

ar
ni

ng
.

A
ll 

ch
ild

re
n 

ha
ve

 th
e 

ri
gh

t t
o 

at
te

nd
 s

ch
oo

ls
 in

w
hi

ch
 th

ey
 c

an
 a

ch
ie

ve
. T

hi
s 

m
ea

ns
 s

ch
oo

ls

m
us

t c
re

at
e 

a 
sa

fe
, h

ea
lth

y 
cl

im
at

e 
fo

r 
le

ar
ni

ng
.

In
 th

e 
w

ak
e 

of
 s

ch
oo

l v
io

le
nc

e 
an

d 
te

rr
or

is
t

in
ci

de
nt

s,
 M

ar
yl

an
d 

sc
ho

ol
s 

ha
ve

 m
ad

e 
sa

fe
ty

 a
 to

p 
pr

io
ri

ty
. A

ll 
M

ar
yl

an
d

sc
ho

ol
s 

m
us

t f
ol

lo
w

 s
ta

te
 r

eg
ul

at
io

ns
 d

es
ig

ne
d 

to
 in

cr
ea

se
 s

af
et

y 
an

d
re

du
ce

 h
ar

as
sm

en
t a

nd
 b

ul
ly

in
g.

 A
nd

 e
ve

ry
 s

ch
oo

l h
as

 a
 s

af
et

y 
pl

an
 a

nd

co
de

 o
f 

co
nd

uc
t t

ha
t a

re
 b

as
ed

 o
n 

a 
lo

ca
l s

ch
oo

l s
ys

te
m

 p
la

n.
 C

on
ta

ct
 y

ou
r

ch
ild

's
 s

ch
oo

l t
o 

di
sc

us
s 

its
 d

is
ci

pl
in

e 
an

d 
sa

fe
ty

 p
ol

ic
ie

s.

G
oa

l 5
: P

ar
en

ts
 a

nd
 le

ga
l g

ua
rd

ia
ns

 w
ill

 b
e 

in
vo

lv
ed

 in
ed

uc
at

io
n.

A
s 

a 
pa

re
nt

 o
r 

le
ga

l g
ua

rd
ia

n,
 y

ou
 p

ro
ba

bl
y 

kn
ow

 th
at

ch
ild

re
n 

w
ho

se
 f

am
ili

es
 a

re
 in

vo
lv

ed
 in

 s
ch

oo
l e

ar
n 

hi
gh

er
 g

ra
de

s,
 a

re

be
tte

r 
be

ha
ve

d,
 a

nd
 a

re
 m

or
e 

lik
el

y 
to

 g
ra

du
at

e 
fr

om
 h

ig
h 

sc
ho

ol
 a

nd

co
nt

in
ue

 th
ei

r 
ed

uc
at

io
n.

 P
ar

en
t i

nv
ol

ve
m

en
t i

n 
ed

uc
at

io
n 

al
so

 b
oo

st
s

te
ac

he
r 

m
or

al
e 

an
d 

br
in

gs
 f

am
ili

es
 a

nd
 c

om
m

un
iti

es
 c

lo
se

r 
to

ge
th

er
.

R
eg

ul
ar

, t
w

o-
w

ay
 c

om
m

un
ic

at
io

n 
be

tw
ee

n 
th

e 
sc

ho
ol

 a
nd

 h
om

e 
is

im
po

rt
an

t. 
T

o 
en

co
ur

ag
e 

pa
re

nt
 in

vo
lv

em
en

t, 
sc

ho
ol

s 
ne

ed
 to

co
m

m
un

ic
at

e 
fr

eq
ue

nt
ly

, c
le

ar
ly

, a
nd

 m
ea

ni
ng

fu
lly

 w
ith

 f
am

ili
es

, a
nd

 a
sk

fo
r 

pa
re

nt
s'

 in
pu

t i
n 

de
ci

si
on

s 
th

at
 a

ff
ec

t t
he

ir
 c

hi
ld

re
n.

4
5



A
 P

A
R

E
N

T
'S

 G
U

ID
E

 T
O

 A
C

H
IE

V
E

M
E

N
T

 M
A

T
T

E
R

S
 M

O
S

T

H
IG

H
 E

X
P

E
C

T
A

T
IO

N
S

Il
f 

al
l c

hi
ld

re
n 

ar
e 

to
 h

av
e 

an
 e

qu
al

 c
ha

nc
e 

fo
r 

su
cc

es
s,

 s
ch

oo
ls

 m
us

t h
ol

d

hi
gh

 e
xp

ec
ta

tio
ns

 f
or

 a
ll 

st
ud

en
ts

. H
er

e 
ar

e 
ju

st
 a

 f
ew

 w
ay

s 
th

at
M

ar
yl

an
d 

en
co

ur
ag

es
 h

ig
h 

ex
pe

ct
at

io
ns

 a
nd

 h
el

ps
 s

ch
oo

ls
 to

 im
pr

ov
e 

fo
r

al
l c

hi
ld

re
n:

A
 n

ew
 v

ol
un

ta
ry

 s
ta

te
 c

ur
ric

ul
um

w
ill

 m
ak

e 
cl

ea
r 

fo
r 

te
ac

he
rs

an
d 

pa
re

nt
s 

w
ha

t s
tu

de
nt

s 
sh

ou
ld

 le
ar

n 
in

 e
ac

h 
su

bj
ec

t a
nd

 g
ra

de
.

S
ch

oo
ls

 a
re

 g
ra

de
d 

on
 h

ow
 w

el
l t

he
y 

te
ac

h 
st

ud
en

ts
.

T
he

se
 "

gr
ad

es
" 

ar
e 

ba
se

d 
on

 s
tu

de
nt

 te
st

s 
th

at
 m

ea
su

re
 b

as
ic

 a
nd

hi
gh

-l
ev

el
 s

ki
lls

 a
nd

 o
th

er
 m

ea
su

re
s 

lik
e 

at
te

nd
an

ce
 a

nd
gr

ad
ua

tio
n 

or
 d

ro
po

ut
 r

at
es

.

S
ch

oo
l p

er
fo

rm
an

ce
 is

 r
ep

or
te

d 
ea

ch
 y

ea
r 

in
 a

n 
an

nu
al

re
po

rt
 c

ar
d

(t
he

 M
ar

yl
an

d 
Sc

ho
ol

 P
er

fo
rm

an
ce

 R
ep

or
t)

 s
o 

th
at

pa
re

nt
s 

an
d 

co
m

m
un

iti
es

 k
no

w
 h

ow
 w

el
l t

he
ir

 s
ch

oo
ls

 a
re

 d
oi

ng
.

Y
ou

r 
ch

ild
's

 s
ch

oo
l w

ill
 p

ro
vi

de
 y

ou
 w

ith
 a

 c
op

y 
of

 th
e 

re
po

rt
. I

t i
s

al
so

 a
va

ila
bl

e 
on

 th
e 

W
eb

 a
t w

w
w

.m
sp

.m
sd

e.
st

at
e.

m
d.

us
.

E
ac

h 
sc

ho
ol

 h
as

 a
 s

ch
oo

l
im

pr
ov

em
en

t t
ea

m
th

at
 w

or
ks

 to
im

pr
ov

e 
st

ud
en

t l
ea

rn
in

g.
 T

he
se

 te
am

s 
ar

e

m
ad

e 
up

 o
f 

te
ac

he
rs

,
pa

re
nt

s,
an

d

co
m

m
un

ity
 m

em
be

rs
 w

ho
 s

tu
dy

 s
ch

oo
l

pe
rf

or
m

an
ce

da
ta

an
d

ag
re

e
on

im
pr

ov
em

en
ts

 to
 in

st
ru

ct
io

n.

If 
a 

sc
ho

ol
 p

er
fo

rm
s 

po
or

ly
, t

he
st

at
e 

ca
n 

be
co

m
e 

in
vo

lv
ed

 in
 th

e
sc

ho
ol

in
 a

 p
ro

ce
ss

 c
al

le
d 

re
co

ns
tit

ut
io

n.

Sc
ho

ol
s

in
re

co
ns

tit
ut

io
n

ge
t

ex
tr

a

A
 P

A
R

E
N

T
'S

 G
U

ID
E

 T
O

 A
C

H
IE

V
E

M
E

N
T

 M
A

T
T

E
R

S
 M

O
S

T

re
so

ur
ce

s 
an

d 
at

te
nt

io
n 

in
 o

rd
er

 to
 im

pr
ov

e 
in

st
ru

ct
io

n.
 A

ls
o,

 lo
w

-

pe
rf

or
m

in
g 

sc
ho

ol
s 

th
at

 a
re

 p
ar

t o
f 

th
e 

fe
de

ra
l T

itl
e 

I 
pr

og
ra

m
 m

ay

be
 r

eq
ui

re
d 

to
 a

llo
w

 s
tu

de
nt

s 
to

 tr
an

sf
er

 to
 a

 h
ig

he
r 

pe
rf

or
m

in
g

pu
bl

ic
 s

ch
oo

l i
n 

th
e 

ar
ea

 o
r 

pr
ov

id
e 

st
ud

en
ts

 e
xt

ra
 h

el
p,

 s
uc

h 
as

tu
to

ri
ng

.

F
in

an
ci

al
 r

ew
ar

ds
 a

nd
 p

ub
lic

 r
ec

og
ni

tio
n

m
ay

 b
e 

gi
ve

n 
to

sc
ho

ol
s 

th
at

 m
ak

e 
st

ro
ng

 im
pr

ov
em

en
ts

 in
 p

er
fo

rm
an

ce
 a

m
on

g 
al

l

gr
ou

ps
 o

f 
st

ud
en

ts
.

A
 s

ta
te

 fa
m

ily
 in

vo
lv

em
en

t p
ol

ic
y

en
co

ur
ag

es
 s

ch
oo

l l
ea

de
rs

,

fa
m

ili
es

,
an

d 
co

m
m

un
iti

es
to

 w
or

k 
to

ge
th

er
 a

nd
 s

ha
re

re
sp

on
si

bi
lit

y 
fo

r 
ch

ild
re

n'
s 

ed
uc

at
io

n.

T
he

 f
ol

lo
w

in
g 

pa
ge

s 
ex

pl
ai

n 
m

or
e 

ab
ou

t h
ow

 M
ar

yl
an

d 
is

 h
el

pi
ng

 s
ch

oo
ls

re
ac

h 
th

e 
go

al
s 

of
 A

ch
ie

ve
m

en
t M

at
te

rs
 M

os
t. 

T
he

re
 a

re
 a

ls
o 

su
gg

es
tio

ns

an
d 

tip
s 

fo
r 

ho
w

 y
ou

 c
an

 b
e 

m
or

e 
in

vo
lv

ed
 in

 y
ou

r 
ch

ild
's

 e
du

ca
tio

n.
 A

ft
er

re
ad

in
g 

A
 P

ar
en

t's
 G

ui
de

 to
 A

ch
ie

ve
m

en
t M

at
te

rs
 M

os
t, 

yo
u 

m
ay

 w
an

t t
o

ta
lk

 w
ith

 y
ou

r 
ch

ild
's

 te
ac

he
r 

or
 p

ri
nc

ip
al

 a
bo

ut
 w

ha
t y

ou
r 

sc
ho

ol
 is

 d
oi

ng

to
 r

ai
se

 s
tu

de
nt

 a
ch

ie
ve

m
en

t a
nd

 w
ha

t y
ou

 c
an

 d
o 

to
 h

el
p.

7



A
 P

A
R

E
N

T
'S

 G
U

ID
E

 T
O

 A
C

H
IE

V
E

M
E

N
T

 M
A

T
T

E
R

S
 M

O
S

T
A

 P
A

R
E

N
T

'S
 G

U
ID

E
 T

O
 A

C
H

IE
V

E
M

E
N

T
 M

A
T

T
E

R
S

 M
O

S
T

C
U

R
R

IC
U

LU
M

ik
A

ar
yl

an
d 

is
 in

 th
e 

pr
oc

es
s 

of
 d

ev
el

op
in

g 
a 

vo
lu

nt
ar

y 
st

at
ew

id
e

I
cu

rr
ic

ul
um

.

W
ha

t i
s 

a 
cu

rr
ic

ul
um

?

A
 c

ur
ri

cu
lu

m
 is

 a
 d

oc
um

en
t t

ha
t d

es
cr

ib
es

 w
ha

t s
tu

de
nt

s 
sh

ou
ld

 le
ar

n 
in

ea
ch

 s
ub

je
ct

 a
nd

 g
ra

de
. I

t g
ui

de
s 

te
ac

he
rs

 in
 p

la
nn

in
g 

th
ei

r 
le

ss
on

s 
an

d 
is

an
 im

po
rt

an
t p

ar
t o

f 
im

pr
ov

in
g 

sc
ho

ol
s.

 T
ra

di
tio

na
lly

, e
ac

h 
of

 M
ar

yl
an

d'
s

24
 lo

ca
l s

ch
oo

l s
ys

te
m

s 
de

ve
lo

ps
 it

s 
ow

n 
cu

rr
ic

ul
um

 b
as

ed
 o

n 
th

e
M

ar
yl

an
d 

C
on

te
nt

 S
ta

nd
ar

ds
, w

hi
ch

 d
es

cr
ib

e 
w

ha
t s

tu
de

nt
s 

sh
ou

ld
 le

ar
n

in
 e

le
m

en
ta

ry
, m

id
dl

e,
 a

nd
 h

ig
h 

sc
ho

ol
.

W
hy

 c
re

at
e 

a 
st

at
e 

cu
rr

ic
ul

um
?

T
he

re
 a

re
 d

if
fe

re
nc

es
 a

m
on

g 
sc

ho
ol

 s
ys

te
m

s 
in

 w
ha

t i
s 

ta
ug

ht
 a

nd
 w

he
n 

it

is
 ta

ug
ht

. T
o 

he
lp

 te
ac

he
rs

 u
nd

er
st

an
d 

w
ha

t s
ho

ul
d 

be
 ta

ug
ht

, M
ar

yl
an

d 
is

de
ve

lo
pi

ng
 a

 v
ol

un
ta

ry
 s

ta
te

w
id

e 
cu

rr
ic

ul
um

 th
at

 w
ill

 b
e 

cl
ea

r 
an

d
de

ta
ile

d.
 T

hi
s 

cu
rr

ic
ul

um
 a

ls
o 

w
ill

 r
ed

uc
e 

th
e 

tim
e 

an
d 

m
on

ey
 s

pe
nt

 b
y

lo
ca

l s
ch

oo
l s

ys
te

m
s 

bu
ild

in
g 

24
 s

ep
ar

at
e 

cu
rr

ic
ul

a.

W
hy

 w
ill

 th
e 

st
at

e 
cu

rr
ic

ul
um

 b
e 

vo
lu

nt
ar

y 
an

d 
no

t r
eq

ui
re

d?

D
ec

is
io

ns
 a

bo
ut

 c
ur

ri
cu

lu
m

 a
re

 m
ad

e 
by

 lo
ca

l b
oa

rd
s 

of
 e

du
ca

tio
n,

 n
ot

 th
e

st
at

e.
 T

he
 n

ew
 M

ar
yl

an
d 

cu
rr

ic
ul

um
 w

ill
 b

e 
av

ai
la

bl
e 

to
 a

ll 
sc

ho
ol

 s
ys

te
m

s

to
 a

do
pt

 a
s 

th
ei

r 
ow

n 
or

 to
 u

se
 a

s 
a 

gu
id

e.
 A

do
pt

in
g 

th
e 

cu
rr

ic
ul

um
 w

ill

no
t b

e 
m

an
da

to
ry

.

H
ow

 w
ill

 th
e 

vo
lu

nt
ar

y 
st

at
e 

cu
rr

ic
ul

um
 d

iff
er

 fr
om

 th
e 

M
ar

yl
an

d
C

on
te

nt
 S

ta
nd

ar
ds

?

T
he

 M
ar

yl
an

d 
C

on
te

nt
 S

ta
nd

ar
ds

 p
ro

vi
de

 a
 b

ro
ad

 d
es

cr
ip

tio
n 

of
 w

ha
t

st
ud

en
ts

 s
ho

ul
d 

le
ar

n 
in

 e
le

m
en

ta
ry

, m
id

dl
e,

 a
nd

 h
ig

h 
sc

ho
ol

. A
ll 

st
at

e

te
st

s 
ar

e 
ba

se
d 

on
 th

e 
M

ar
yl

an
d 

C
on

te
nt

 S
ta

nd
ar

ds
. B

ut
 th

e 
M

ar
yl

an
d

C
on

te
nt

 S
ta

nd
ar

ds
 d

o 
no

t d
es

cr
ib

e 
w

ha
t s

ho
ul

d 
be

 ta
ug

ht
 a

t e
ac

h 
gr

ad
e.

M
ar

yl
an

d'
s 

vo
lu

nt
ar

y 
cu

rr
ic

ul
um

 w
ill

 b
e 

m
or

e 
sp

ec
if

ic
 th

an
 th

e 
co

nt
en

t

st
an

da
rd

s.
 T

he
 c

ur
ri

cu
lu

m
 w

ill
 d

es
cr

ib
e 

w
ha

t s
ho

ul
d 

be
 ta

ug
ht

 in
 e

ve
ry

su
bj

ec
t (

E
ng

lis
h/

la
ng

ua
ge

 a
rt

s,
 m

at
he

m
at

ic
s,

 s
ci

en
ce

, s
oc

ia
l s

tu
di

es
, f

in
e

ar
ts

, h
ea

lth
, p

hy
si

ca
l e

du
ca

tio
n,

 a
nd

 f
or

ei
gn

 la
ng

ua
ge

s)
 a

t e
ac

h 
gr

ad
e.

W
ha

t w
ill

 th
e 

cu
rr

ic
ul

um
 lo

ok
 li

ke
?

M
ar

yl
an

d'
s 

vo
lu

nt
ar

y 
cu

rr
ic

ul
um

 w
ill

 h
av

e 
th

re
e 

le
ve

ls
 o

f 
de

ta
il:

 c
on

te
nt

st
an

da
rd

s,
 in

di
ca

to
rs

, a
nd

 o
bj

ec
tiv

es
. T

he
se

 d
et

ai
ls

 w
ill

 h
el

p 
te

ac
he

rs
 p

la
n

le
ss

on
s,

 a
ct

iv
iti

es
, a

nd
 a

ss
ig

nm
en

ts
 f

or
 s

tu
de

nt
s.

 B
el

ow
 is

 w
ha

t a
 s

m
al

l

po
rt

io
n 

of
 th

e 
cu

rr
ic

ul
um

 m
ig

ht
 lo

ok
 li

ke
. T

hi
s 

pa
rt

ic
ul

ar
 e

xa
m

pl
e 

sh
ow

s

ju
st

 o
ne

 o
f 

m
an

y 
m

at
h 

sk
ill

s 
th

ir
d-

gr
ad

er
s 

w
ill

 le
ar

n:
 h

ow
 to

 c
ou

nt
 m

on
ey

.

G
ra

de
 3

 M
at

h
C

on
te

nt
 S

ta
nd

ar
d:

 K
no

w
le

dg
e 

of
 n

um
be

r 
re

la
tio

ns
hi

ps
an

d 
co

m
pu

ta
tio

n

0
In

di
ca

to
r:

 S
tu

de
nt

s 
w

ill
 r

ep
re

se
nt

, d
et

er
m

in
e,

an
d 

co
m

pa
re

 th
e 

va
lu

es
 o

f m
on

ey
 a

m
ou

nt
s

th
ro

ug
h 

$1
00

.

O
bj

ec
tiv

e:
 S

tu
de

nt
s 

w
ill

 c
ou

nt
 c

ha
ng

e 
fr

om
$1

00
 u

si
ng

 a
 m

ix
tu

re
 o

f c
oi

ns
 a

nd
 b

ill
s.

W
he

n 
w

ill
 th

e 
cu

rr
ic

ul
um

 b
e 

co
m

pl
et

e?

M
ar

yl
an

d'
s 

vo
lu

nt
ar

y 
cu

rr
ic

ul
um

 is
 u

nd
er

 d
ev

el
op

m
en

t a
nd

 w
ill

 li
ke

ly
 b

e

av
ai

la
bl

e 
(f

or
 g

ra
de

s 
pr

eK
-8

) 
in

 la
te

 s
pr

in
g 

20
03

. W
he

n 
co

m
pl

et
e,

 th
e

cu
rr

ic
ul

um
 w

ill
 m

at
ch

 th
e 

co
nt

en
t i

n 
st

at
e 

te
st

s 
lik

e 
th

e 
M

ar
yl

an
d 

Sc
ho

ol

A
ss

es
sm

en
t a

nd
 th

e 
M

ar
yl

an
d 

H
ig

h 
Sc

ho
ol

 A
ss

es
sm

en
ts

. I
n 

th
e

m
ea

nt
im

e,
 s

ch
oo

ls
 th

at
 a

re
 u

si
ng

 th
e 

M
ar

yl
an

d 
C

on
te

nt
 S

ta
nd

ar
ds

 w
ill

 b
e

pr
ep

ar
in

g 
st

ud
en

ts
 f

or
 s

ta
te

 te
st

s.
 C

he
ck

 th
e 

M
ar

yl
an

d 
D

ep
ar

tm
en

t o
f

E
du

ca
tio

n 
W

eb
 s

ite
, w

w
w

.m
ar

yl
an

dp
ub

lic
sc

ho
ol

s.
or

g,
 f

or
 u

pd
at

es
 o

n 
th

e

de
ve

lo
pm

en
t o

f 
th

e 
vo

lu
nt

ar
y 

cu
rr

ic
ul

um
.

8
9



A
 P

A
R

E
N

T
'S

 G
U

ID
E

 T
O

 A
C

H
IE

V
E

M
E

N
T

 M
A

T
T

E
R

S
 M

O
S

T
A

 P
A

R
E

N
T

'S
 G

U
ID

E
 T

O
 A

C
H

IE
V

E
M

E
N

T
 M

A
T

T
E

R
S

 M
O

S
T

M
E

A
S

U
R

IN
G

 P
R

O
G

R
E

S
S

ch
oo

ls
 g

iv
e 

te
st

s 
so

 th
at

 th
ey

 k
no

w
 h

ow
 w

el
l s

tu
de

nt
s 

ar
e 

le
ar

ni
ng

.

II 
0 

T
es

t s
co

re
s 

he
lp

 p
ri

nc
ip

al
s 

an
d 

te
ac

he
rs

 im
pr

ov
e 

in
st

ru
ct

io
n 

an
d

pl
an

 s
ch

oo
l p

ro
gr

am
s.

 I
nd

iv
id

ua
l t

es
t s

co
re

s 
he

lp
 te

ac
he

rs
 a

nd
 p

ar
en

ts
un

de
rs

ta
nd

 a
 s

tu
de

nt
's

 a
ca

de
m

ic
 s

tr
en

gt
hs

 a
nd

 w
ea

kn
es

se
s.

 Y
ou

r 
ch

ild
's

sc
ho

ol
 w

ill
 le

t y
ou

 k
no

w
 w

ha
t t

es
ts

 h
e 

or
 s

he
 w

ill
 b

e 
ta

ki
ng

. T
w

o 
st

at
e

te
st

in
g 

pr
og

ra
m

s 
ar

e 
th

e 
M

ar
yl

an
d 

Sc
ho

ol
 A

ss
es

sm
en

t a
nd

 th
e 

M
ar

yl
an

d

H
ig

h 
Sc

ho
ol

 A
ss

es
sm

en
ts

.

M
ar

yl
an

d 
S

ch
oo

l A
ss

es
sm

en
t

W
ha

t i
s 

th
e 

M
ar

yl
an

d 
S

ch
oo

l A
ss

es
sm

en
t?

T
he

 M
ar

yl
an

d 
S

ch
oo

l A
ss

es
sm

en
t (

M
S

A
) 

is
 a

 te
st

 o
f r

ea
di

ng
 a

nd
m

at
h 

ac
hi

ev
em

en
t t

ha
t h

as
 r

ep
la

ce
d 

th
e 

M
ar

yl
an

d 
Sc

ho
ol

Pe
rf

or
m

an
ce

 A
ss

es
sm

en
t P

ro
gr

am
 (

M
SP

A
P)

. T
he

 M
SA

 w
ill

 a
ls

o

te
st

 s
ci

en
ce

 a
ch

ie
ve

m
en

t a
s 

ea
rl

y 
as

 2
00

5.

T
he

 M
SA

 w
ill

 m
ee

t t
he

 te
st

in
g 

re
qu

ir
em

en
ts

 o
f 

th
e 

fe
de

ra
l N

o

C
hi

ld
 L

ef
t B

eh
in

d 
A

ct
.

It
 w

ill
 m

ea
su

re
 b

as
ic

 a
s 

w
el

l a
s 

hi
gh

er
 le

ve
l s

ki
lls

.

St
ud

en
ts

 w
ill

 w
or

k 
by

 th
em

se
lv

es
, r

at
he

r 
th

an
 in

 g
ro

up
s,

 to
co

m
pl

et
e 

th
e 

te
st

.

T
he

 te
st

 w
ill

 in
cl

ud
e 

m
ul

tip
le

-c
ho

ic
e 

qu
es

tio
ns

 a
nd

 q
ue

st
io

ns
re

qu
ir

in
g 

w
ri

tte
n 

re
sp

on
se

s.

W
he

n 
w

ill
 th

e 
M

S
A

 b
e 

gi
ve

n?

M
ar

yl
an

d 
w

ill
 g

iv
e 

th
e 

M
SA

 f
or

 th
e 

fi
rs

t

tim
e 

in
 M

ar
ch

 2
00

3 
in

 r
ea

di
ng

 a
nd

 m
at

h 
at

gr
ad

es
 3

, 5
, a

nd
 8

, a
nd

 in
 r

ea
di

ng
 a

t g
ra

de

10
. I

n 
M

ar
ch

 2
00

4,
 th

e 
te

st
 w

ill
 b

e

ad
m

in
is

te
re

d 
in

 r
ea

di
ng

 a
nd

 m
at

h 
at

 g
ra

de
s 

3

th
ro

ug
h 

8,
 a

nd
 in

 r
ea

di
ng

 a
t g

ra
de

 1
0.

 A
s

ea
rl

y 
as

 M
ar

ch
 2

00
5,

 s
ci

en
ce

 w
ill

 b
e 

ad
de

d 
in

gr
ad

es
 3

, 5
, a

nd
 8

. T
he

 f
ed

er
al

 r
eq

ui
re

m
en

t

to
 te

st
 m

at
h 

an
d 

sc
ie

nc
e 

in
 h

ig
h 

sc
ho

ol
 w

ill

be
 m

et
 w

ith
 th

e 
M

ar
yl

an
d 

H
ig

h 
Sc

ho
ol

A
ss

es
sm

en
ts

 in
 g

eo
m

et
ry

 a
nd

 b
io

lo
gy

. S
ee

pa
ge

 1
6 

fo
r 

in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

on
 th

es
e 

hi
gh

sc
ho

ol
 te

st
s.

W
ill

 I 
re

ce
iv

e 
M

S
A

 s
co

re
s 

fo
r 

m
y 

ch
ild

?

Y
es

. T
he

 s
co

re
s 

w
ill

 s
ho

w
 tw

o 
th

in
gs

: h
ow

w
el

l y
ou

r 
ch

ild
 le

ar
ne

d 
th

e 
su

bj
ec

t m
at

te
r,

an
d 

ho
w

 y
ou

r 
ch

ild
 p

er
fo

rm
ed

 c
om

pa
re

d

to
 o

th
er

 c
hi

ld
re

n 
na

tio
na

lly
. M

SA
 s

co
re

s

al
on

e 
pr

ov
id

e 
on

ly
 a

 p
ar

tia
l p

ic
tu

re
 o

f

yo
ur

 c
hi

ld
's

 a
ca

de
m

ic
 p

er
fo

rm
an

ce
. B

ut

to
ge

th
er

 w
ith

 y
ou

r 
ch

ild
's

 c
la

ss
w

or
k,

ho
m

ew
or

k,
 a

nd
 o

th
er

 te
st

 s
co

re
s,

M
SA

 r
es

ul
ts

 w
ill

 g
iv

e 
yo

u 
a 

go
od

sn
ap

sh
ot

 o
f 

yo
ur

 c
hi

ld
's

 p
er

fo
rm

an
ce

.

10
11



M
ar

yl
an

d 
S

ch
oo

l A
ss

es
sm

en
t

S
am

pl
e 

T
es

t Q
ue

st
io

ns
T

he
 f

ol
lo

w
in

g 
ar

e 
ex

am
pl

es
 o

f 
th

e 
ty

pe
s 

of
 te

st
 q

ue
st

io
ns

 s
tu

de
nt

s 
ca

n

ex
pe

ct
 o

n 
th

e 
M

ar
yl

an
d 

Sc
ho

ol
 A

ss
es

sm
en

t. 
M

or
e 

sa
m

pl
e 

te
st

 q
ue

st
io

ns

w
ill

 b
e 

po
st

ed
 o

n 
th

e 
W

eb
 a

t w
w

w
.m

ar
yl

an
dp

ub
lic

sc
ho

ol
s.

or
g.

S
am

pl
e 

Q
ue

st
io

n-
3r

d 
G

ra
de

 M
at

h

D
ir

ec
tio

ns
: S

ha
de

 in
 th

e 
ci

rc
le

 th
at

 m
at

ch
es

 y
ou

r 
an

sw
er

.

D
ad

a 
fo

un
d 

so
m

e 
co

in
s 

in
 h

er
 p

oc
ke

t. 
L

oo
k 

at
 th

e 
co

in
s 

be
lo

w
.

H
ow

 m
uc

h 
m

on
ey

 d
id

 D
an

ia
 f

in
d 

in
 h

er
 p

oc
ke

t?

St
ud

en
t R

es
po

ns
e:

0 
A

 $
.9

2
B

 $
1.

02

O
 C

$.
41

O
 D

 $
.4

2

S
am

pl
e 

Q
ue

st
io

n-
5t

h 
G

ra
de

 M
at

h

D
ir

ec
tio

ns
: L

oo
k 

at
 th

e 
fr

ac
tio

ns
 b

el
ow

.

5 4

1

22
13 8

Pa
rt

 A

Pu
t t

he
 n

um
be

rs
 in

 o
rd

er
 f

ro
m

 th
e 

le
as

t t
o 

gr
ea

te
st

.

St
ud

en
t R

es
po

ns
e:

5
13

1

4
8

2-
2

Pa
rt

 B

U
se

 w
ha

t y
ou

 k
no

w
 a

bo
ut

 e
qu

iv
al

en
t f

ra
ct

io
ns

 to
 e

xp
la

in
 w

hy
 y

ou
r

an
sw

er
 is

 c
or

re
ct

. U
se

 w
or

ds
 a

nd
/o

r 
nu

m
be

rs
 in

 y
ou

r 
ex

pl
an

at
io

n.

St
ud

en
t R

es
po

ns
e:

2
13

5
I f

irs
t c

ha
ng

ed
5

in
to

 1
 a

nd
 th

en
to

4
8

8
1-

8

1
A

fte
r 

th
at

 I 
ch

an
ge

d 
2

2
to

 2
-1

 a
nd

 th
en

 I 
pu

t t
he

m
 in

8

or
de

r.
 1 82

8
go

es
 fi

rs
t b

ec
au

se
2

is
 le

ss
 th

an
5

an
d

8

bo
th

 fr
ac

tio
ns

 a
re

 le
ss

 th
an

 2
.

N
ot

e:
 S

tu
de

nt
s 

m
ay

 a
rr

iv
e 

at
 th

e 
so

lu
tio

n 
in

 a
 v

ar
ie

ty
 o

f 
w

ay
s.

12
13



Fo
llo

w
in

g 
ar

e 
ex

am
pl

es
 o

f 
th

e 
ty

pe
s 

of
 v

oc
ab

ul
ar

y 
qu

es
tio

ns
 f

ou
nd

 o
n 

th
e

re
ad

in
g 

po
rt

io
n 

of
 th

e 
M

ar
yl

an
d 

Sc
ho

ol
 A

ss
es

sm
en

t.

S
am

pl
e 

Q
ue

st
io

n-
3r

d 
G

ra
de

 R
ea

di
ng

D
ire

ct
io

ns
:

Sh
ad

e 
in

 th
e 

ci
rc

le
 th

at
 m

at
ch

es
 y

ou
r 

an
sw

er
.

T
he

 f
am

ily
 p

re
pa

re
d 

al
l d

ay
 f

or
 th

e 
fe

as
t. 

Fe
as

t m
ea

ns

St
ud

en
t R

es
po

ns
e:

A
 la

rg
e 

m
ea

l
0 

C
 la

rg
e 

re
st

au
ra

nt

O
 B

la
rg

e 
m

ee
tin

g
0 

D
la

rg
e 

cl
as

sr
oo

m

S
am

pl
e 

Q
ue

st
io

n-
5t

h 
G

ra
de

 R
ea

di
ng

D
ire

ct
io

ns
:

Sh
ad

e 
in

 th
e 

ci
rc

le
 th

at
 m

at
ch

es
 y

ou
r 

an
sw

er
.

T
ar

en
 w

ill
 r

el
is

h 
th

e 
tim

e 
sp

en
t w

ith
 h

er
 g

ra
nd

m
ot

he
r.

 N
ow

 th
at

 h
er

gr
an

dm
ot

he
r 

liv
es

 in
 O

hi
o,

 s
he

 o
nl

y 
se

es
 h

er
 in

 th
e 

su
m

m
er

.

R
el

is
h 

m
ea

ns

St
ud

en
t R

es
po

ns
e:

O
 A

re
la

x
0 

C
 u

nd
er

st
an

d

B
ap

pr
ec

ia
te

0 
D

su
pp

or
t

S
am

pl
e 

Q
ue

st
io

n-
8t

h 
G

ra
de

 R
ea

di
ng

D
ire

ct
io

ns
:

Sh
ad

e 
in

 th
e 

ci
rc

le
 th

at
 m

at
ch

es
 y

ou
r 

an
sw

er
.

E
nt

ic
e 

m
ea

ns

St
ud

en
t R

es
po

ns
e:

A
 a

ttr
ac

t
0 

C
 a

rg
ue

O
 B

ad
va

nc
e

0
D

 a
dm

ir
e

So
m

e 
qu

es
tio

ns
 o

n 
th

e 
M

ar
yl

an
d 

Sc
ho

ol
 A

ss
es

sm
en

t r
eq

ui
re

 a
 w

ri
tte

n

an
sw

er
. T

ea
ch

er
s 

re
fe

r 
to

 th
es

e 
qu

es
tio

ns
 a

s 
"c

on
st

ru
ct

ed
-r

es
po

ns
e 

ite
m

s,
"

be
ca

us
e 

st
ud

en
ts

 m
us

t c
on

st
ru

ct
 th

ei
r 

ow
n 

an
sw

er
s 

ra
th

er
 th

an
 s

el
ec

t
th

em
 f

ro
m

 a
 li

st
 o

f 
po

ss
ib

le
 a

ns
w

er
s.

 T
he

 q
ue

st
io

n 
be

lo
w

 is
 a

n 
ex

am
pl

e 
of

th
e 

ty
pe

 o
f 

co
ns

tr
uc

te
d-

re
sp

on
se

 it
em

 th
at

 s
tu

de
nt

s 
ca

n 
ex

pe
ct

 o
n 

th
e

M
ar

yl
an

d 
Sc

ho
ol

 A
ss

es
sm

en
t.

S
am

pl
e 

Q
ue

st
io

n-
8t

h 
G

ra
de

 R
ea

di
ng

N
ot

e:
 B

ef
or

e 
an

sw
er

in
g 

th
is

 q
ue

st
io

n,
 s

tu
de

nt
s 

w
ou

ld
 r

ea
d 

tw
o 

le
tte

rs
 to

 th
e

ed
ito

r 
th

at
 r

ep
re

se
nt

 o
pp

os
in

g 
vi

ew
s 

on
 w

he
th

er
 R

os
si

e 
H

ei
gh

ts
 J

un
io

r 
H

ig
h

Sc
ho

ol
 s

ho
ul

d 
re

pl
ac

e 
its

 m
as

co
t, 

th
e 

"M
ig

ht
y 

M
ul

e.
" 

A
ft

er
 r

ea
di

ng
 th

e 
tw

o

le
tte

rs
, s

tu
de

nt
s 

w
ou

ld
 a

ns
w

er
 a

 s
er

ie
s 

of
 m

ul
tip

le
-c

ho
ic

e 
an

d 
co

ns
tr

uc
te

d-

re
sp

on
se

 q
ue

st
io

ns
. F

ol
lo

w
in

g 
is

 a
n 

ex
am

pl
e 

of
 w

ha
t a

 c
on

st
ru

ct
ed

-r
es

po
ns

e

qu
es

tio
n 

an
d 

an
sw

er
 m

ig
ht

 lo
ok

 li
ke

.

D
ire

ct
io

ns
:

R
ea

d 
M

ar
ga

re
t C

al
dw

el
l's

 le
tte

r 
to

 th
e 

ed
ito

r.
 T

he
n 

re
ad

A
nt

on
 L

az
lo

's
 le

tte
r.

W
ri

te
 a

 s
um

m
ar

y 
of

 M
ar

ga
re

t C
al

dw
el

l's
 le

tte
r.

 B
e 

su
re

 to
 in

cl
ud

e 
th

e

im
po

rt
an

t p
oi

nt
s 

in
 y

ou
r 

su
m

m
ar

y.

Po
ss

ib
le

 S
tu

de
nt

 R
es

po
ns

e:

E
ve

n 
th

ou
gh

 s
om

e 
w

an
t t

o 
ge

t r
id

 o
f t

he
 m

as
co

t, 
M

ar
ga

re
t

C
al

dw
el

l h
op

es
 y

ou
'll

 a
gr

ee
 w

ith
 h

er
. Y

ea
rs

 a
go

, a
 s

tu
de

nt

ro
de

 h
is

 m
ul

e 
to

 a
 g

am
e,

 a
nd

 th
e 

te
am

 w
on

 a
lth

ou
gh

 th
ey

ha
d 

be
en

 lo
si

ng
. T

ha
t w

as
 M

ar
ga

re
t's

 g
ra

nd
fa

th
er

, a
nd

 th
at

m
ul

e 
be

ca
m

e 
th

e 
m

as
co

t. 
It'

s 
be

en
 th

e 
m

as
co

t f
or

 y
ea

rs
,

an
d 

sh
e 

ho
pe

s 
it 

w
on

't 
ch

an
ge

, b
ec

au
se

 th
e 

m
ul

e 
ha

s 
be

en
 a

go
od

 m
as

co
t.

N
ot

e:
 T

hi
s 

re
sp

on
se

 s
ho

w
s 

a 
th

or
ou

gh
 u

nd
er

st
an

di
ng

 o
f 

M
ar

ga
re

t
C

al
dw

el
l's

 le
tte

r.
 H

ow
ev

er
, a

 v
ar

ie
ty

 o
f 

an
sw

er
s 

w
ou

ld
 b

e 
ac

ce
pt

ab
le

.

14
15



A
 P

A
R

E
N

T
'S

 G
U

ID
E

 T
O

 A
C

H
IE

V
E

M
E

N
T

 M
A

T
T

E
R

S
 M

O
S

T

M
ar

yl
an

d 
H

ig
h 

S
ch

oo
l A

ss
es

sm
en

ts

W
ha

t a
re

 th
e 

M
ar

yl
an

d 
H

ig
h 

S
ch

oo
l A

ss
es

sm
en

ts
?

T
he

 M
ar

yl
an

d 
H

ig
h 

Sc
ho

ol
 A

ss
es

sm
en

ts
 (

H
SA

) 
ar

e 
te

st
s 

in
 E

ng
lis

h 
1,

al
ge

br
a/

da
ta

 a
na

ly
si

s,
 g

eo
m

et
ry

, g
ov

er
nm

en
t, 

an
d 

bi
ol

og
y.

 S
tu

de
nt

s 
ta

ke

ea
ch

 te
st

 a
ft

er
 th

ey
 c

om
pl

et
e 

ea
ch

 c
ou

rs
e.

 (
T

hi
s 

in
cl

ud
es

 m
id

dl
e 

sc
ho

ol

st
ud

en
ts

 ta
ki

ng
 h

ig
h-

sc
ho

ol
 le

ve
l c

ou
rs

es
.)

 T
he

 te
st

s 
m

ea
su

re
 b

ot
h 

sc
ho

ol

an
d 

in
di

vi
du

al
 s

tu
de

nt
 p

ro
gr

es
s 

an
d 

w
ill

 in
cl

ud
e 

m
ul

tip
le

-c
ho

ic
e 

qu
es

tio
ns

an
d 

qu
es

tio
ns

 r
eq

ui
ri

ng
 w

ri
tte

n 
re

sp
on

se
s.

D
oe

s 
m

y 
ch

ild
 h

av
e 

to
 p

as
s 

th
e 

H
S

A
 to

 g
ra

du
at

e?

N
ot

 a
t t

hi
s 

tim
e.

 A
ll 

st
ud

en
ts

 a
re

 r
eq

ui
re

d 
to

 ta
ke

 th
e 

H
SA

, b
ut

 p
as

si
ng

is
 n

ot
 y

et
 a

 r
eq

ui
re

m
en

t. 
T

he
 e

ar
lie

st
 g

ro
up

 o
f 

st
ud

en
ts

 th
at

 c
ou

ld
 b

e
re

qu
ir

ed
 to

 ta
ke

 a
nd

 p
as

s 
th

e 
H

SA
 a

s 
a 

gr
ad

ua
tio

n 
re

qu
ir

em
en

t i
s 

th
e

gr
ad

ua
tin

g 
cl

as
s 

of
 2

00
7.

 T
he

 S
ta

te
 B

oa
rd

 o
f 

E
du

ca
tio

n 
w

ill
 li

ke
ly

 d
ec

id
e

in
 2

00
3 

if
 it

 w
ill

 r
eq

ui
re

 s
tu

de
nt

s 
to

 p
as

s 
th

e 
te

st
s 

fo
r 

gr
ad

ua
tio

n.

16

A
 P

A
R

E
N

T
'S

 G
U

ID
E

 T
O

 A
C

H
IE

V
E

M
E

N
T

 M
A

T
T

E
R

S
 M

O
S

T

W
ill

 s
tu

de
nt

s 
be

 a
cc

ou
nt

ab
le

 fo
r 

th
ei

r 
H

S
A

 p
er

fo
rm

an
ce

?

Y
es

. P
ar

en
ts

 w
ill

 r
ec

ei
ve

 in
di

vi
du

al
 te

st
 s

co
re

s 
fo

r 
th

ei
r 

ch
ild

re
n.

 A
ls

o,
 th

e

st
at

e 
re

qu
ir

es
 th

at
 lo

ca
l s

ch
oo

l s
ys

te
m

s 
pr

in
t E

ng
lis

h 
1,

 a
lg

eb
ra

/d
at

a
an

al
ys

is
, b

io
lo

gy
, a

nd
 g

ov
er

nm
en

t H
SA

 s
co

re
s 

on
 th

e 
tr

an
sc

ri
pt

s 
of

st
ud

en
ts

 w
ho

 e
nt

er
 g

ra
de

 9
 in

 o
r 

af
te

r 
fa

ll 
20

01
, s

o 
yo

ur
 c

hi
ld

 w
ill

 w
an

t t
o

tr
y 

hi
s 

or
 h

er
 b

es
t o

n 
th

e 
te

st
s.

 (
Pr

in
tin

g 
th

e 
ge

om
et

ry
 H

SA
 s

co
re

 o
n 

th
e

tr
an

sc
ri

pt
 is

 n
ot

 r
eq

ui
re

d 
by

 th
e 

st
at

e.
 L

oc
al

 s
ch

oo
l s

ys
te

m
s 

w
ill

 d
ec

id
e

w
he

th
er

 o
r 

no
t t

o 
pr

in
t t

he
 g

eo
m

et
ry

 H
SA

 s
co

re
 o

n 
th

e 
tr

an
sc

ri
pt

.)

W
ha

t t
es

ts
 m

us
t s

tu
de

nt
s 

cu
rr

en
tly

 p
as

s 
as

 a
 r

eq
ui

re
m

en
t

fo
r 

gr
ad

ua
tio

n?

S
tu

de
nt

s 
ar

e 
cu

rr
en

tly
 r

eq
ui

re
d 

to
 ta

ke
 a

nd
 p

as
s 

th
e 

M
ar

yl
an

d 
F

un
ct

io
na

l

T
es

ts
 in

 r
ea

di
ng

, w
ri

tin
g,

 a
nd

 m
at

he
m

at
ic

s.
 T

he
 M

ar
yl

an
d 

Fu
nc

tio
na

l

T
es

ts
 m

ea
su

re
 b

as
ic

 s
ki

lls
 a

nd
 a

re
 le

ss
 c

ha
lle

ng
in

g

th
an

 th
e 

H
SA

. I
f 

th
e 

St
at

e 
B

oa
rd

 o
f 

E
du

ca
tio

n
de

ci
de

s 
to

 ti
e 

th
e 

pa
ss

in
g 

of
 th

e 
H

SA
 to

gr
ad

ua
tio

n,
 it

 w
ill

 th
en

 d
ec

id
e 

w
he

th
er

 th
e

M
ar

yl
an

d
Fu

nc
tio

na
l

T
es

ts
sh

ou
ld

be

co
nt

in
ue

d 
or

 n
ot

.

If
 y

ou
 h

av
e 

qu
es

tio
ns

 a
bo

ut
 th

e 
te

st
s

yo
ur

 c
hi

ld
 w

ill
 ta

ke
 in

 s
ch

oo
l, 

ta
lk

 to

hi
s

or
he

r
te

ac
he

r
or

gu
id

an
ce

co
un

se
lo

r.
 Y

ou
 c

an
 a

ls
o 

ch
ec

k 
th

e 
M

ar
y-

la
nd

 S
ta

te
 D

ep
ar

tm
en

t o
f 

E
du

ca
tio

n 
W

eb
 s

ite
,

w
w

w
.m

ar
yl

an
dp

ub
lic

sc
ho

ol
s.

or
g,

 f
or

 m
or

e 
in

fo
rm

at
io

n.
 F

or

sc
ho

la
rs

hi
p 

an
d 

fi
na

nc
ia

l a
id

 in
fo

rm
at

io
n,

 v
is

it 
th

e
M

ar
yl

an
d 

H
ig

he
r 

E
du

ca
tio

n 
C

om
m

is
si

on
 W

eb
 s

ite
,

w
w

w
.m

he
c.

st
at

e.
m

d.
us

, a
nd

 ta
lk

 w
ith

 y
ou

r 
ch

ild
's

gu
id

an
ce

 c
ou

ns
el

or
.



M
ar

yl
an

d 
H

ig
h 

S
ch

oo
l A

ss
es

sm
en

ts
S

am
pl

e 
T

es
t Q

ue
st

io
ns

E
xc

er
pt

s 
fr

om
 th

e 
A

lg
eb

ra
/D

at
a 

A
na

ly
si

s 
A

ss
es

sm
en

t

T
he

 f
ol

lo
w

in
g 

te
st

 it
em

s 
ar

e 
ta

ke
n 

fr
om

 th
e 

al
ge

br
a/

da
ta

 a
na

ly
si

s

as
se

ss
m

en
t t

ha
t w

as
 f

ie
ld

-t
es

te
d 

du
ri

ng
 J

an
ua

ry
 a

nd
 M

ay
 o

f 
20

00
. T

o 
se

e

ho
w

 s
tu

de
nt

s 
pe

rf
or

m
ed

 o
n 

ea
ch

 it
em

 d
ur

in
g 

fi
el

d 
te

st
in

g,
 v

is
it

m
dk

12
.o

rg
/m

sp
p/

hi
gh

_s
ch

oo
l/l

oo
k_

lik
e/

.

D
ire

ct
io

ns
:

U
se

 th
e 

R
es

po
ns

e 
G

ri
ds

 in
 th

e

A
ns

w
er

 B
oo

k 
to

 c
om

pl
et

e 
th

e

pr
ob

le
m

 b
el

ow
.

K
ei

sh
a 

ch
ar

ge
s 

$5
.5

0 
pe

r 
ho

ur

iN
)

fo
r 

ya
rd

 w
or

k.
 S

he
 a

ls
o 

ch
ar

ge
s 

a

$2
.0

0 
fe

e 
fo

r 
su

pp
lie

s 
fo

r 
ea

ch

jo
b.

 H
ow

 m
an

y 
ho

ur
s 

w
ill

 s
he

ne
ed

 to
 w

or
k 

at
 o

ne
 jo

b 
in

 o
rd

er

to
 b

e 
pa

id
 $

35
.0

0?

S
tu

de
nt

 R
es

po
ns

e:

6

0 0
0 

0
0

0
C

)
0'

 0
0

0
0

0)
0

0
C

Y
O

0:
0

(2
)
0

0
O

H
O

(!
)
®

 o
kn

(e
)

0
0

01
1C

>
1(

")
0,

40
(C

31
C

)'D

D
ire

ct
io

ns
:

C
om

pl
et

e 
th

e 
fo

llo
w

in
g 

pr
ob

le
m

 in
 th

e 
A

ns
w

er
 B

oo
k.

T
w

o 
bi

cy
cl

e 
sh

op
s 

bu
ild

 c
us

to
m

-m
ad

e 
bi

cy
cl

es
. B

ic
yc

le
 C

ity
 c

ha
rg

es

$1
60

 p
lu

s 
$8

0 
fo

r 
ea

ch
 d

ay
 th

at
 it

 ta
ke

s 
to

 b
ui

ld
 th

e 
bi

cy
cl

e.
 B

ik
e 

T
ow

n

ch
ar

ge
s 

$1
20

 f
or

 e
ac

h 
da

y 
th

at
 it

 ta
ke

s 
to

 b
ui

ld
 th

e 
bi

cy
cl

e.

W
ri

te
 a

n 
eq

ua
tio

n 
fo

r 
ea

ch
 s

to
re

 th
at

 d
es

cr
ib

es
 th

e 
ch

ar
ge

 (
C

) 
to

bu
ild

 a
 c

us
to

m
-m

ad
e 

bi
cy

cl
e 

in
 x

 d
ay

s.

Fo
r 

w
ha

t n
um

be
r 

of
 d

ay
s 

w
ill

 th
e 

ch
ar

ge
 b

e 
th

e 
sa

m
e 

at
 e

ac
h 

st
or

e?

W
ha

t w
ill

 b
e 

th
e 

ch
ar

ge
 f

or
 th

at
 n

um
be

r 
of

 d
ay

s?
 U

se
 m

at
he

m
at

ic
s 

to

ju
st

if
y 

yo
ur

 a
ns

w
er

. (
If

 y
ou

 s
ol

ve
 th

e 
pr

ob
le

m
 g

ra
ph

ic
al

ly
, u

se
 th

e 
gr

id

pr
ov

id
ed

 in
 th

e 
A

ns
w

er
 B

oo
k 

to
 a

dd
 to

 y
ou

r 
w

ri
tte

n 
re

sp
on

se
.)

W
he

n 
is

 it
 le

ss
 e

xp
en

si
ve

 to
 u

se
 B

ic
yc

le
 C

ity
 to

 b
ui

ld
 a

 c
us

to
m

-m
ad

e

bi
cy

cl
e 

th
an

 B
ik

e 
T

ow
n?

 W
he

n 
is

 it
 m

or
e 

ex
pe

ns
iv

e?
 U

se
 m

at
he

m
at

ic
s

to
 ju

st
if

y 
yo

ur
 a

ns
w

er
.

S
tu

de
nt

 R
es

po
ns

e:

B
ik

e 
C

ity
16

0 
+

 8
0x

=
C

16
0 

+
 8

0(
4)

=
48

0 4
S

B
ik

e 
T

ow
n

12
0x

=
C

12
0(

4)
=

48
0

A
t 4

 d
ay

s 
th

e 
ch

ar
ge

 w
ill

 b
e

th
e 

sa
m

e 
at

 e
ac

h 
st

or
e 

$4
80

Le
ss

 e
xp

en
si

ve
B

ik
e 

C
ity

X
>

4

th
e 

lin
e 

is
 lo

w
er

 a
fte

r 
4

da
ys

M
or

e 
ex

pe
ns

iv
e

B
ik

e 
C

ity
X

<
4

N
ot

e:
 S

tu
de

nt
s 

m
ay

 a
rr

iv
e 

at
 th

e 
so

lu
tio

n 
in

 a
 v

ar
ie

ty
 o

f 
w

ay
s.

18
19



D
ire

ct
io

ns
:

D
ar

ke
n 

th
e 

ap
pr

op
ri

at
e 

ci
rc

le
 to

 in
di

ca
te

 y
ou

r 
an

sw
er

.

T
he

 ta
bl

e 
be

lo
w

 s
ho

w
s 

th
e 

nu
m

be
r 

of
 d

og
s 

in
 th

e 
U

ni
te

d 
St

at
es

th
at

 c
an

 p
er

fo
rm

 c
er

ta
in

 tr
ic

ks
.

D
og

 T
ric

ks

T
ri

ck
N

um
be

r 
(i

n 
m

ill
io

ns
)

Si
t

5.
3

Sh
ak

e 
pa

w
3.

8

R
ol

l o
ve

r
2.

9

St
an

d 
on

 h
in

d 
le

gs
1.

9

Si
ng

0.
8

Fe
tc

h 
ne

w
sp

ap
er

0.
4

St
ev

e 
ad

ds
 th

e 
va

lu
es

 in
 th

e 
ta

bl
e 

fo
r 

do
gs

 th
at

 c
an

 s
ta

nd
 o

n 
hi

nd

le
gs

 a
nd

 d
og

s 
th

at
 c

an
 s

in
g.

 H
e 

co
nc

lu
de

s 
th

at
 th

er
e 

ar
e 

2.
7 

m
ill

io
n

do
gs

 in
 th

e 
U

ni
te

d 
St

at
es

 th
at

 c
an

 s
ta

nd
 o

n 
th

ei
r 

hi
nd

 le
gs

 o
r 

si
ng

.
W

hy
 is

 th
is

 s
ta

te
m

en
t a

 m
is

us
e 

of
 d

at
a?

St
ud

en
t R

es
po

ns
e:

O
 A

 S
te

ve
 d

id
 n

ot
 c

on
si

de
r 

so
m

e 
do

gs
 d

o 
no

 tr
ic

ks
.

B
St

ev
e 

di
d 

no
t c

on
si

de
r 

so
m

e 
do

gs
 d

o 
on

ly
 o

ne
 tr

ic
k.

O
 C

20

St
ev

e 
di

d 
no

t c
on

si
de

r 
al

l t
he

 d
og

s 
in

 th
e 

U
ni

te
d

St
at

es
.

D
St

ev
e 

di
d 

no
t c

on
si

de
r 

th
at

 s
om

e 
do

gs
 c

an
 d

o 
bo

th

tr
ic

ks
.

St
ud

en
t R

es
po

ns
e:

A
 P

A
R

E
N

T
'S

 G
U

ID
E

 T
O

 A
C

H
IE

V
E

M
E

N
T

 M
A

T
T

E
R

S
 M

O
S

T

T
E

S
T

IN
G

 S
T

U
D

E
N

T
S

 W
IT

H
S

P
E

C
IA

L 
N

E
E

D
S

 A
N

D
/O

R
LI

M
IT

E
D

 E
N

G
LI

S
H

 P
R

O
F

IC
IE

N
C

Y

6
om

e 
of

 M
ar

yl
an

d'
s 

st
ud

en
ts

 h
av

e 
sp

ec
ia

l n
ee

ds
. F

or
 e

xa
m

pl
e,

 a
 s

tu
de

nt

w
ith

 a
 d

is
ab

ili
ty

 m
ig

ht
 h

av
e 

sp
ec

ia
l i

ns
tr

uc
tio

na
l a

nd
 te

st
in

g 
ne

ed
s,

 a
s

m
ig

ht
 a

 s
tu

de
nt

 w
ho

 h
as

 ju
st

 b
eg

un
 to

 le
ar

n 
th

e 
E

ng
lis

h 
la

ng
ua

ge
. B

ec
au

se

M
ar

yl
an

d 
is

 c
om

m
itt

ed
 to

 im
pr

ov
in

g 
ac

hi
ev

em
en

t f
or

 e
ac

h 
st

ud
en

t,
m

ea
su

ri
ng

 th
e 

pr
og

re
ss

 o
f 

st
ud

en
ts

 w
ith

 s
pe

ci
al

 n
ee

ds
 a

nd
/o

r 
lim

ite
d 

E
ng

lis
h

pr
of

ic
ie

nc
y 

is
 v

er
y 

im
po

rt
an

t. 
A

ll 
st

ud
en

ts
 h

av
e 

a 
le

ga
l r

ig
ht

 to
 b

e 
in

cl
ud

ed

to
 th

e 
fu

lle
st

 e
xt

en
t p

os
si

bl
e 

in
 a

ll 
st

at
ew

id
e 

te
st

s 
an

d 
to

 h
av

e 
th

ei
r 

te
st

re
su

lts
 b

e 
a 

pa
rt

 o
f 

M
ar

yl
an

d'
s 

ac
co

un
ta

bi
lit

y 
sy

st
em

. S
tu

de
nt

s 
al

so
 h

av
e 

a

le
ga

l r
ig

ht
 to

 in
st

ru
ct

io
na

l a
nd

 te
st

in
g 

ac
co

m
m

od
at

io
ns

 th
at

 w
ill

 h
el

p 
th

em

de
m

on
st

ra
te

 w
ha

t t
he

y 
ha

ve
 le

ar
ne

d.

St
ud

en
ts

 w
ho

 r
ec

ei
ve

 s
pe

ci
al

 e
du

ca
tio

n 
se

rv
ic

es
 w

ill
 ta

ke
 a

ll 
st

at
e 

te
st

s,

un
le

ss
 th

ei
r 

In
di

vi
du

al
iz

ed
 E

du
ca

tio
n 

Pr
og

ra
m

 (
IE

P)
 s

ta
te

s 
th

at
 th

ey
 w

ill

ta
ke

 th
e 

In
de

pe
nd

en
ce

 M
as

te
ry

 A
ss

es
sm

en
t P

ro
gr

am
 (

IM
A

P)
. T

he
 I

M
A

P

is
 a

 te
st

 d
es

ig
ne

d 
fo

r 
st

ud
en

ts
 w

ho
 a

re
 n

ot
 p

ar
tic

ip
at

in
g 

in
 th

e 
ge

ne
ra

l

cu
rr

ic
ul

um
.

A
ll 

st
ud

en
ts

 w
ho

 r
ec

ei
ve

 in
st

ru
ct

io
n 

in
 E

ng
lis

h 
as

 a
 S

ec
on

d 
L

an
gu

ag
e

(E
SO

L
) 

pr
og

ra
m

s 
m

us
t p

ar
tic

ip
at

e 
in

 a
ll 

st
at

e 
te

st
s.

 E
ac

h 
sc

ho
ol

's
 L

im
ite

d

E
ng

lis
h 

Pr
of

ic
ie

nt
 (

L
E

P)
 c

om
m

itt
ee

 m
ak

es
 d

ec
is

io
ns

 a
bo

ut
 a

pp
ro

pr
ia

te

ac
co

m
m

od
at

io
ns

 f
or

 li
m

ite
d 

E
ng

lis
h 

pr
of

ic
ie

nt
 s

tu
de

nt
s'

 p
ar

tic
ip

at
io

n 
in

st
at

e 
te

st
s.

A
cc

om
m

od
at

io
ns

 f
or

 s
ta

te
 te

st
s 

w
ill

 b
e 

th
e 

sa
m

e 
as

 th
os

e 
pr

ov
id

ed
 d

ur
in

g

cl
as

sr
oo

m
 in

st
ru

ct
io

n 
an

d 
th

at
 a

re
 s

pe
lle

d 
ou

t i
n 

th
e

IE
P

fo
r 

a 
st

ud
en

t w
ith

a 
di

sa
bi

lit
y 

or
 in

 th
e 

pl
an

s 
fo

r 
el

ig
ib

le
 5

04
 o

r 
lim

ite
d 

E
ng

lis
h 

pr
of

ic
ie

nt

st
ud

en
ts

.

If
 y

ou
r 

ch
ild

 h
as

 s
pe

ci
al

 n
ee

ds
 o

r 
lim

ite
d 

E
ng

lis
h 

pr
of

ic
ie

nc
y,

 c
on

ta
ct

 y
ou

r

sc
ho

ol
 to

 le
ar

n 
m

or
e 

ab
ou

t i
ns

tr
uc

tio
n 

an
d 

te
st

in
g 

pl
an

s 
fo

r 
hi

m
 o

r 
he

r.

21



A
 P

A
R

E
N

T
'S

 G
U

ID
E

 T
O

 A
C

H
IE

V
E

M
E

N
T

 M
A

T
T

E
R

S
 M

O
S

T
A

 P
A

R
E

N
T

'S
 G

U
ID

E
 T

O
 A

C
H

IE
V

E
M

E
N

T
 M

A
T

T
E

R
S

 M
O

S
T

A
C

C
O

U
N

T
A

B
IL

IT
Y

IF
a 

ry
la

nd
 h

ol
ds

 s
ch

oo
ls

 a
nd

 s
ch

oo
l s

ys
te

m
s 

ac
co

un
ta

bl
e 

fo
r

im
pr

ov
em

en
t b

y 
re

po
rt

in
g 

ac
hi

ev
em

en
t d

at
a,

 r
ew

ar
di

ng
 p

ro
gr

es
s,

an
d 

ta
ki

ng
 a

ct
io

n 
w

he
n 

sc
ho

ol
s 

ar
e 

no
t i

m
pr

ov
in

g.

H
ow

 a
re

 r
es

ul
ts

 r
ep

or
te

d?

Sc
ho

ol
 a

ch
ie

ve
m

en
t r

es
ul

ts
 a

re
 p

ri
nt

ed
 in

 a
n 

an
nu

al
 "

re
po

rt
 c

ar
d"

 (
th

e

M
ar

yl
an

d 
Sc

ho
ol

 P
er

fo
rm

an
ce

 R
ep

or
t)

 s
o 

th
at

 p
ar

en
ts

 a
nd

 c
om

m
un

iti
es

kn
ow

 h
ow

 w
el

l t
he

ir
 s

ch
oo

ls
 a

re
 d

oi
ng

. T
hi

s 
re

po
rt

 is
 a

va
ila

bl
e 

on
 th

e

W
eb

 a
t w

w
w

.m
sp

.m
sd

e.
st

at
e.

m
d.

us
. T

o 
m

ak
e 

su
re

 a
ll 

st
ud

en
ts

 a
re

 m
ak

in
g

pr
og

re
ss

, s
ta

te
, s

ch
oo

l s
ys

te
m

, a
nd

 s
ch

oo
l r

es
ul

ts
 a

re
 r

ep
or

te
d 

by
ra

ce
/e

th
ni

ci
ty

, g
en

de
r,

 d
is

ab
ili

ty
, p

ov
er

ty
 s

ta
tu

s,
 m

ig
ra

nt
 s

ta
tu

s,
 a

nd
lim

ite
d 

E
ng

lis
h 

pr
of

ic
ie

nc
y.

 (
In

di
vi

du
al

 s
tu

de
nt

 s
co

re
s 

ar
e 

no
t m

ad
e

pu
bl

ic
. T

ha
t i

nf
or

m
at

io
n 

is
 f

or
 y

ou
 a

nd
 y

ou
r 

ch
ild

's
 te

ac
he

rs
.)

A
re

 s
ch

oo
ls

 r
ew

ar
de

d 
fo

r 
m

ak
in

g 
pr

og
re

ss
?

If 
sc

ho
ol

s 
im

pr
ov

e,
 th

ey
 m

ay
 r

ec
ei

ve
 m

on
et

ar
y 

re
w

ar
ds

 a
nd

 r
ec

og
ni

tio
n.

W
ha

t h
ap

pe
ns

 if
 a

 s
ch

oo
l d

oe
s 

no
t i

m
pr

ov
e?

Sc
ho

ol
s 

th
at

 a
re

 n
ot

 im
pr

ov
in

g 
ov

er
 ti

m
e 

m
ay

 b
e 

id
en

tif
ie

d 
fo

r 
lo

ca
l o

r

st
at

e 
re

co
ns

tit
ut

io
n.

 U
nd

er
 r

ec
on

st
itu

tio
n,

 s
ch

oo
ls

 r
ec

ei
ve

 e
xt

ra
 h

el
p 

an
d

re
so

ur
ce

s 
to

 im
pr

ov
e.

W
ha

t i
f m

y 
ch

ild
 a

tte
nd

s 
a 

T
itl

e 
I s

ch
oo

l?

T
itl

e 
I 

is
 a

 f
ed

er
al

 p
ro

gr
am

 f
or

 h
ig

h-
po

ve
rt

y 
sc

ho
ol

s.
 T

he
 f

ed
er

al
 N

o 
C

hi
ld

L
ef

t B
eh

in
d 

A
ct

 r
eq

ui
re

s 
sp

ec
if

ic
 a

ct
io

ns
 b

e 
ta

ke
n 

w
he

n 
a 

T
itl

e 
I 

sc
ho

ol

do
es

 n
ot

 m
ee

t t
he

 s
ta

te
 ta

rg
et

 f
or

 a
de

qu
at

e 
ye

ar
ly

 p
ro

gr
es

s.

A
ft

er
 tw

o 
co

ns
ec

ut
iv

e 
ye

ar
s 

of
 n

ot
 m

ee
tin

g 
th

e 
ta

rg
et

, t
he

 s
ch

oo
l

m
us

t o
ff

er
 p

ar
en

ts
 th

e 
op

tio
n 

of
 tr

an
sf

er
ri

ng
 th

ei
r 

ch
ild

 to
 a

 h
ig

he
r

ac
hi

ev
in

g 
sc

ho
ol

 in
 th

e 
ar

ea
.

A
ft

er
 th

re
e 

co
ns

ec
ut

iv
e 

ye
ar

s,
 th

e 
sc

ho
ol

 m
us

t p
ro

vi
de

 e
xt

ra
se

rv
ic

es
 s

uc
h 

as
 tu

to
ri

ng
 to

 s
tu

de
nt

s 
w

ho
 a

re
 "

ec
on

om
ic

al
ly

di
sa

dv
an

ta
ge

d.
" 

St
ud

en
ts

 w
ho

 q
ua

lif
y 

fo
r 

fr
ee

 o
r 

re
du

ce
d-

pr
ic

e
m

ea
ls

 a
re

 c
on

si
de

re
d 

ec
on

om
ic

al
ly

 d
is

ad
va

nt
ag

ed
.

A
ft

er
 f

ou
r 

co
ns

ec
ut

iv
e 

ye
ar

s,
 th

e 
sc

ho
ol

 m
us

t t
ak

e 
sp

ec
if

ic
 a

ct
io

ns

to
 im

pr
ov

e.
 T

he
se

 a
ct

io
ns

 c
ou

ld
 in

cl
ud

e 
re

pl
ac

in
g 

sc
ho

ol
 s

ta
ff

,

ad
op

tin
g 

a 
ne

w
 c

ur
ri

cu
lu

m
, o

r 
ex

te
nd

in
g 

th
e 

sc
ho

ol
 y

ea
r.

A
ft

er
 f

iv
e 

co
ns

ec
ut

iv
e 

ye
ar

s,
 th

e 
sc

ho
ol

 m
us

t b
e 

"r
es

tr
uc

tu
re

d.
"

R
es

tr
uc

tu
ri

ng
 m

ig
ht

 in
cl

ud
e 

st
at

e 
ta

ke
ov

er
 o

f 
sc

ho
ol

 o
pe

ra
tio

ns
 o

r

ot
he

r 
ac

tio
ns

.

If
 a

 s
ch

oo
l i

s 
re

qu
ir

ed
 to

 ta
ke

 th
e 

ac
tio

ns
 li

st
ed

 a
bo

ve
, o

r 
if

 it
 is

 id
en

tif
ie

d

fo
r 

re
co

ns
tit

ut
io

n,
 p

ar
en

ts
 w

ill
 b

e 
no

tif
ie

d.

22
23



A
 P

A
R

E
N

T
'S

 G
U

ID
E

 T
O

 A
C

H
IE

V
E

M
E

N
T

 M
A

T
T

E
R

S
 M

O
S

T
A

 P
A

R
E

N
T

'S
 G

U
ID

E
 T

O
 A

C
H

IE
V

E
M

E
N

T
 M

A
T

T
E

R
S

 M
O

S
T

F
A

M
IL

Y
 IN

V
O

LV
E

M
E

N
T

Im
 e

co
gn

iz
in

g 
th

at
 f

am
ily

 in
vo

lv
em

en
t i

s 
a 

po
w

er
fu

l i
nf

lu
en

ce
 o

n
lk

 s
tu

de
nt

 a
ch

ie
ve

m
en

t, 
M

ar
yl

an
d 

ha
s 

ad
op

te
d 

a 
fa

m
ily

 in
vo

lv
em

en
t

po
lic

y.
 M

ar
yl

an
d 

sc
ho

ol
s 

w
el

co
m

e 
pa

re
nt

s 
an

d 
le

ga
l g

ua
rd

ia
ns

 in
to

sc
ho

ol
s,

 e
nc

ou
ra

ge
 th

em
 to

 a
sk

 q
ue

st
io

ns
, a

nd
 in

cl
ud

e 
th

em
 in

 m
ak

in
g

de
ci

si
on

s.
 L

oo
k 

fo
r 

th
e 

fo
llo

w
in

g 
si

gn
s 

th
at

 f
am

ili
es

 a
nd

 e
du

ca
to

rs
 a

re

co
m

m
un

ic
at

in
g 

an
d 

w
or

ki
ng

 to
ge

th
er

 in
 y

ou
r 

ch
ild

's
 s

ch
oo

l.

S
ch

oo
ls

 a
nd

 fa
m

ili
es

 c
om

m
un

ic
at

e 
re

gu
la

rly
.

Sc
ho

ol
s 

pu
bl

is
h 

ne
w

sl
et

te
rs

 w
ith

 ti
ps

 f
or

 f
am

ili
es

 o
n 

he
lp

in
g

ch
ild

re
n 

le
ar

n.

Sc
ho

ol
s 

co
m

m
un

ic
at

e 
w

ith
 f

am
ili

es
 a

bo
ut

 p
ro

gr
am

s 
av

ai
la

bl
e 

at
 th

e

sc
ho

ol
.

Pa
re

nt
s 

un
de

rs
ta

nd
 h

ow
 a

nd
 w

he
n 

to
 c

on
ta

ct
 th

ei
r 

ch
ild

's
 te

ac
he

rs
.

24
25

P
ar

en
ts

 p
la

y 
a 

ro
le

 in
 h

el
pi

ng
 s

tu
de

nt
s 

le
ar

n.

T
ea

ch
er

s 
he

lp
 p

ar
en

ts
 u

nd
er

st
an

d 
ho

w
 to

 h
el

p 
ch

ild
re

n 
w

ith
ho

m
ew

or
k.

Pa
re

nt
s 

ar
e 

in
vo

lv
ed

 in
 s

et
tin

g 
go

al
s 

fo
r 

th
ei

r 
ch

ild
.

P
ar

en
ts

 a
re

 w
el

co
m

e 
in

 th
e 

sc
ho

ol
, a

nd
 th

ei
r 

he
lp

 is
 a

pp
re

ci
at

ed
.

Sc
ho

ol
s 

en
co

ur
ag

e 
pa

re
nt

s 
an

d 
fa

m
ily

 m
em

be
rs

 to
 b

ec
om

e
in

vo
lv

ed
 in

 s
ch

oo
l a

ct
iv

iti
es

.

Pa
re

nt
s 

ar
e 

aw
ar

e 
of

 o
pp

or
tu

ni
tie

s 
to

 v
ol

un
te

er
 a

t t
he

 s
ch

oo
l.

P
ar

en
ts

 a
re

 in
cl

ud
ed

 in
 m

ak
in

g 
de

ci
si

on
s 

th
at

 a
ffe

ct
 th

ei
r

ch
ild

re
n.

T
he

 s
ch

oo
l h

as
 a

 c
le

ar
 p

ro
ce

ss
 f

or
 m

ak
in

g 
de

ci
si

on
s 

an
d 

so
lv

in
g

pr
ob

le
m

s.

Pa
re

nt
s 

ha
ve

 a
cc

es
s 

to
 u

p-
to

-d
at

e 
in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
on

 s
ch

oo
l p

ol
ic

ie
s

an
d 

on
 s

tu
de

nt
 a

nd
 s

ch
oo

l p
er

fo
rm

an
ce

.

T
ea

ch
er

s 
an

d 
ad

m
in

is
tr

at
or

s 
en

co
ur

ag
e 

pa
re

nt
s'

 in
vo

lv
em

en
t i

n

de
ci

si
on

s 
af

fe
ct

in
g 

th
ei

r 
ch

ild
(e

.g
., 

co
ur

se
 s

el
ec

tio
n,

 c
ar

ee
r

pl
an

ni
ng

).

Pa
re

nt
 r

ep
re

se
nt

at
iv

es
 a

re
 in

cl
ud

ed
 o

n 
th

e 
Sc

ho
ol

 I
m

pr
ov

em
en

t

T
ea

m
.

T
he

se
 a

re
 ju

st
 s

om
e 

of
 th

e 
w

ay
s 

in

w
hi

ch
 f

am
ili

es
 a

nd
 s

ch
oo

ls
 c

an
w

or
k 

to
ge

th
er

 to
 im

pr
ov

e 
sc

ho
ol

s.

Y
ou

 m
ay

 w
an

t t
o 

as
k 

yo
ur

 c
hi

ld
's

te
ac

he
r 

or
 p

ri
nc

ip
al

 h
ow

 y
ou

 c
an

be
co

m
e 

m
or

e 
in

vo
lv

ed
. W

he
n

fa
m

ili
es

 a
nd

 s
ch

oo
ls

 w
or

k 
to

ge
th

er
,

ev
er

yb
od

y 
w

in
s.

S
ev

en
 in

 te
n 

m
id

dl
e

sc
ho

ol
 s

tu
de

nt
s

sa
y 

th
ey

'd
lik

e 
th

ei
r

pa
re

nt
s 

to
 b

e
m

or
e

in
vo

lv
ed

in
 s

ch
oo

lw
or

k 
an

d 
sc

ho
ol

ac
tiv

iti
es

.



A
 P

A
R

E
N

T
'S

 G
U

ID
E

 T
O

 A
C

H
IE

V
E

M
E

N
T

 M
A

T
T

E
R

S
 M

O
S

T
A

 P
A

R
E

N
T

'S
 G

U
ID

E
 T

O
 A

C
H

IE
V

E
M

E
N

T
 M

A
T

T
E

R
S

 M
O

S
T

E
N

C
O

U
R

A
G

IN
G

 A
C

H
IE

V
E

M
E

N
T

no
u 

w
an

t y
ou

r 
ch

ild
 to

 s
uc

ce
ed

 in
 s

ch
oo

l a
nd

 in
 li

fe
. T

he
re

 a
re

 m
an

y

w
ay

s 
to

 e
nc

ou
ra

ge
 h

im
 o

r 
he

r 
to

 a
ch

ie
ve

. F
ol

lo
w

in
g 

ar
e 

so
m

e 
of

 th
e

di
ff

er
en

t w
ay

s 
yo

u 
ca

n 
he

lp
 y

ou
r 

ch
ild

 g
et

 th
e 

m
os

t o
ut

 o
f 

sc
ho

ol
:

Se
t h

ig
h 

ex
pe

ct
at

io
ns

 f
or

 y
ou

r 
ch

ild
. M

ak
e 

it 
cl

ea
r 

th
at

 s
ch

oo
l s

ho
ul

d

be
 h

is
 o

r 
he

r 
fi

rs
t p

ri
or

ity
.

T
al

k 
w

ith
 y

ou
r 

ch
ild

's
 te

ac
he

rs
 r

eg
ul

ar
ly

 a
bo

ut
 y

ou
r 

ch
ild

's
 p

ro
gr

es
s

an
d 

w
ha

t y
ou

 c
an

 d
o 

to
 h

el
p 

hi
m

 o
r 

he
r 

im
pr

ov
e.

M
ee

t w
ith

 y
ou

r 
ch

ild
's

 g
ui

da
nc

e 
co

un
se

lo
r 

ea
rl

y 
in

 m
id

dl
e 

sc
ho

ol
 to

pl
an

 h
ig

h 
sc

ho
ol

 c
ou

rs
e 

se
le

ct
io

n.

D
ed

ic
at

e 
at

 le
as

t 1
5 

m
in

ut
es

 e
ac

h 
da

y 
to

 ta
lk

in
g 

w
ith

 y
ou

r 
ch

ild
 a

nd

re
ad

in
g 

w
ith

 h
im

 o
r 

he
r.

 (
Fo

r 
a 

lis
t o

f 
su

gg
es

te
d 

fa
m

ily
 a

ct
iv

iti
es

 a
nd

da
ily

 ti
ps

 f
or

 p
ar

en
ts

, v
is

it 
T

ak
e 

15
 f

or
 th

e 
Fa

m
ily

 o
n 

th
e 

W
eb

 a
t

w
w

w
.m

ar
yl

an
dp

ub
lic

sc
ho

ol
s.

or
g/

fa
m

ily
_l

ite
ra

cy
/ta

ke
15

.h
tm

.)

Pr
ov

id
e 

a 
qu

ie
t p

la
ce

 f
or

 y
ou

r 
ch

ild
 to

 s
tu

dy
.

H
el

p 
yo

ur
 c

hi
ld

 w
ith

 h
is

 o
r 

he
r 

ho
m

ew
or

k.

Sh
ow

 in
te

re
st

 in
 w

ha
t y

ou
r 

ch
ild

 is
 d

oi
ng

 in
 s

ch
oo

l.

L
im

it 
th

e 
am

ou
nt

 o
f 

te
le

vi
si

on
 y

ou
r 

ch
ild

 w
at

ch
es

 a
nd

 d
is

cu
ss

 w
ha

t h
e

or
 s

he
 s

ee
s 

on
 T

V
.

M
on

ito
r 

th
e 

tim
e 

yo
ur

 c
hi

ld
 s

pe
nd

s 
pl

ay
in

g 
vi

de
o 

ga
m

es
 o

r 
is

 o
n 

th
e

In
te

rn
et

.

V
ol

un
te

er
 to

 h
el

p 
w

ith
 s

ch
oo

l a
ct

iv
iti

es
 a

nd
 tr

y 
to

 g
et

 o
th

er
 p

ar
en

ts

in
vo

lv
ed

 a
s 

w
el

l.

E
nc

ou
ra

ge
 y

ou
r 

ch
ild

 to
 ta

ke
 c

ha
lle

ng
in

g 
co

ur
se

s.

If
 y

ou
r 

ch
ild

 is
 in

 m
id

dl
e 

or
 h

ig
h 

sc
ho

ol
, m

ak
e 

an
 a

pp
oi

nt
m

en
t

w
ith

 h
is

 o
r 

he
r 

gu
id

an
ce

 c
ou

ns
el

or
 to

 d
is

cu
ss

 p
os

t-
hi

gh
 s

ch
oo

l
op

po
rt

un
iti

es
.

e
1i

1
m

at
e

at
 le

as
t

15
in

ut
es

ea
ch

 d
ay

 to
re

ad
in

g 
an

d 
ta

lk
in

g
w

ith
 y

ou
r 

ch
ild

.

26
27



A
 P

A
R

E
N

T
'S

 G
U

ID
E

 T
O

 A
C

H
IE

V
E

M
E

N
T

 M
A

T
T

E
R

S
 M

O
S

T

F
O

R
 M

O
R

E
 IN

F
O

R
M

A
T

IO
N

II
f 

yo
u 

ha
ve

 q
ue

st
io

ns
 a

bo
ut

 s
tu

de
nt

 o
r 

sc
ho

ol
 p

er
fo

rm
an

ce
, t

he
 b

es
t

pl
ac

e 
to

 s
ta

rt
 is

 w
ith

 y
ou

r 
ch

ild
's

 te
ac

he
r,

 p
ri

nc
ip

al
, o

r 
gu

id
an

ce
co

un
se

lo
r.

 Y
ou

r 
lo

ca
l s

ch
oo

l s
ys

te
m

 is
 a

no
th

er
 g

oo
d 

so
ur

ce
 o

f 
in

fo
rm

at
io

n.

A
nd

 d
on

't 
fo

rg
et

 y
ou

r 
pu

bl
ic

 li
br

ar
y!

 Y
ou

 c
an

 u
se

 li
br

ar
y 

co
m

pu
te

rs
 to

co
nn

ec
t t

o 
th

e 
W

eb
, a

nd
 li

br
ar

y 
st

af
f 

ca
n 

he
lp

 w
ith

 y
ou

r 
re

se
ar

ch
. T

he

fo
llo

w
in

g 
or

ga
ni

za
tio

ns
 c

an
 h

el
p 

yo
u 

le
ar

n 
m

or
e 

ab
ou

t s
tu

de
nt

ac
hi

ev
em

en
t a

nd
 s

ch
oo

l i
m

pr
ov

em
en

t.

M
A

R
Y

LA
N

D
 S

T
A

T
E

 D
E

P
A

R
T

M
E

N
T

.?
--

O
F

 E
D

U
C

A
T

IO
N

20
0 

W
es

t B
al

tim
or

e 
St

re
et

B
al

tim
or

e,
 M

D
 2

12
01

P
H
O
N
E

41
0-

76
7-

06
00

 o
r 

88
8-

24
6-

00
16

FA
X

 4
10

-3
33

-2
27

5
T

T
Y

/T
D

D
 4

10
-3

33
-3

04
5

w
w

w
.m

ar
yl

an
dp

ub
lic

sc
ho

ol
s.

or
g

fo
r 

pr
es

s 
re

le
as

es
 a

nd
 p

ro
gr

am
 in

fo
rm

at
io

n

w
w

w
.m

dk
12

.o
rg

fo
r 

in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

on
 in

st
ru

ct
io

n,
 s

ch
oo

l
im

pr
ov

em
en

t t
ea

m
s,

 a
nd

 m
or

e

w
w

w
.m

sp
.m

sd
e.

st
at

e.
m

d.
us

fo
r 

sc
ho

ol
 p

er
fo

rm
an

ce
 d

at
a

M
A

R
Y

LA
N

D
 P

T
A

31
21

 S
t. 

Pa
ul

 S
tr

ee
t, 

Su
ite

 2
5

B
al

tim
or

e,
 M

D
 2

12
18

P
H
O
N
E

41
0-

23
5-

72
90

 o
r 

1-
80

0-
70

7-
79

72
FA

X
 4

10
-2

35
-0

35
7

w
w

w
.m

dp
ta

.o
rg

U
.S

. D
E

P
A

R
T

M
E

N
T

 O
F

 E
D

U
C

A
T

IO
N

40
0 

M
ar

yl
an

d 
A

ve
nu

e,
 S

W
W

as
hi

ng
to

n,
 D

C
 2

02
02

P
H
O
N
E

1-
80

0-
U

SA
-L

E
A

R
N

FA
X

 2
02

-4
01

-0
68

9
T

T
Y

/T
D

D
 1

-8
00

-4
37

-0
83

3

w
w

w
.e

d.
go

v
fo

r 
ge

ne
ra

l i
nf

or
m

at
io

n

w
w

w
.n

oc
hi

ld
le

ft
be

hi
nd

.o
rg

fo
r 

in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

on
 th

e 
N

o 
C

hi
ld

 L
ef

t B
eh

in
d 

A
ct

,

28

M
A

R
Y

LA
N

D
 H

IG
H

E
R

 E
D

U
C

A
T

IO
N

C
O

M
M

IS
S

IO
N

fo
r 

in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

on
 c

ol
le

ge
s,

 f
in

an
ci

al
 a

id
, a

nd
sc

ho
la

rs
hi

ps
83

9 
B

es
tg

at
e 

R
oa

d,
 S

ui
te

 4
00

A
nn

ap
ol

is
, M

ar
yl

an
d 

21
40

1
P
H
O
N
E

41
0-

26
0-

45
00

 o
r

1-
80

0-
97

4-
02

03

fo
r 

ge
ne

ra
l i

nq
ui

rie
s

P
H
O
N
E

41
0-

26
0-

45
65

 o
r 

1-
80

0-
97

4-
10

24
fo

r 
fin

an
ci

al
 a

ss
is

ta
nc

e 
in

qu
iri

es

FA
X

 4
10

-2
60

-3
20

0

T
T

Y
 8

00
-7

35
-2

25
8

w
w

w
.m

he
c.

st
at

e.
m

d.
us

H
O

W
 A

R
E

 W
E

 D
O

IN
G

?
W

e'
d 

lik
e 

to
 h

ea
r 

fr
om

 y
ou

 o
n

ho
w

 w
el

l t
hi

s 
pu

bl
ic

at
io

n 
he

lp
ed

 y
ou

 u
nd

er
st

an
d

M
ar

yl
an

d'
s 

go
al

s 
fo

r 
pu

bl
ic

 e
du

ca
tio

n,
 s

ch
oo

l i
m

pr
ov

em
en

t e
ffo

rt
s,

 a
nd

 w
ha

t
pa

re
nt

s 
ca

n 
do

 to
 e

nc
ou

ra
ge

 a
ch

ie
ve

m
en

t i
n 

th
ei

r 
ch

ild
re

n 
an

d 
sc

ho
ol

s.
 P

le
as

e
ta

ke
 a

 fe
w

 m
om

en
ts

 to
 c

om
pl

et
e 

th
e 

qu
es

tio
nn

ai
re

 b
el

ow
.

1.
 D

id
 y

ou
 u

nd
er

st
an

d 
th

e 
m

at
er

ia
l i

n 
th

is
 p

ub
lic

at
io

n?

Y
es

N
o

I u
nd

er
st

oo
d 

so
m

e 
pa

rt
s 

be
tte

r 
th

an
 o

th
er

s.

P
le

as
e 

ex
pl

ai
n 

yo
ur

 c
ho

ic
e:

2.
 D

id
 w

e 
ta

lk
 a

bo
ut

 th
in

gs
 th

at
 y

ou
 c

ar
e 

ab
ou

t?

Y
es

N
o

I 
ca

re
d 

ab
ou

t
so

m
e 

th
in

gs
 m

or
e 

th
an

 o
th

er
s.

P
le

as
e 

ex
pl

ai
n 

yo
ur

 c
ho

ic
e:

3.
 D

id
 w

e 
pr

ov
id

e 
th

e 
rig

ht
 a

m
ou

nt
 o

f d
et

ai
l o

n 
ea

ch
 to

pi
c?

Y
es

N
o,

to
o 

m
uc

h 
de

ta
il

N
o,

 n
ot

 e
no

ug
h 

de
ta

il

P
le

as
e 

ex
pl

ai
n 

yo
ur

 c
ho

ic
e:

4.
 A

dd
iti

on
al

 C
om

m
en

ts

T
ha

nk
 y

ou
 fo

r 
ta

ki
ng

 th
e 

tim
e 

to
 le

t u
s 

kn
ow

 h
ow

 w
e 

ar
e 

do
in

g.
 P

le
as

e 
cu

t t
hi

s
pa

ge
 o

ut
 a

nd
 fa

x 
it 

to
 4

10
-3

33
-2

27
5 

or
 m

ai
l i

t t
o 

th
e 

M
ar

yl
an

d 
S

ta
te

 D
ep

ar
tm

en
t o

f
E

du
ca

tio
n,

 S
ch

oo
l a

nd
 C

om
m

un
ity

 O
ut

re
ac

h 
O

ffi
ce

, 2
00

 W
es

t B
al

tim
or

e 
S

tr
ee

t,
B

al
tim

or
e,

 M
ar

yl
an

d 
21

20
1-

25
95

.



M
ar

yl
an

d 
S

ta
te

 D
ep

ar
tm

en
t o

f E
du

ca
tio

n
In

fo
rm

at
io

n 
R

eq
ue

st

T
he

 m
at

er
ia

ls
 li

st
ed

 b
el

ow
 a

re
 a

va
ila

bl
e 

on
 th

e 
W

eb
 a

t

w
w

w
.m

ar
yl

an
dp

ub
lic

sc
ho

ol
s.

or
g.

 T
o 

re
qu

es
t h

ar
d 

co
pi

es
,

pl
ea

se
 u

se
 th

is
 fo

rm
.

M
ar

yl
an

d 
S

ch
oo

l P
er

fo
rm

an
ce

 R
ep

or
t (

an
 a

nn
ua

l r
ep

or
t o

n 
st

at
e

an
d 

lo
ca

l s
ch

oo
l s

ys
te

m
 p

er
fo

rm
an

ce
)

T
he

 F
ac

t B
oo

k 
(p

ub
lic

 e
du

ca
tio

n 
st

at
is

tic
s)

F
ac

t S
he

et
s 

(a
 s

er
ie

s 
of

 o
ne

-p
ag

e 
in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
sh

ee
ts

)

M
ar

yl
an

d 
H

ig
h 

S
ch

oo
l A

ss
es

sm
en

ts
B

rid
ge

 to
 E

xc
el

le
nc

e 
in

 P
ub

lic
 S

ch
oo

ls
 A

ct

S
ch

oo
l R

ec
on

st
itu

tio
n

*
T

es
tin

g 
in

 M
ar

yl
an

d:
 A

 p
ar

en
t's

 g
ui

de
 to

 th
e 

M
ar

yl
an

d 
S

ch
oo

l

A
ss

es
sm

en
t

C
O

O
*

M
ar

yl
an

d 
H

ig
h 

S
ch

oo
l A

ss
es

sm
en

ts
: A

 m
es

sa
ge

 to
 p

ar
en

ts
 fr

om

th
e 

S
ta

te
 S

up
er

in
te

nd
en

t o
f S

ch
oo

ls

* 
A

 P
ar

en
t's

 G
ui

de
 to

 A
ch

ie
ve

m
en

t M
at

te
rs

 M
os

t
(t

o 
re

qu
es

t m
or

e

co
pi

es
 o

f t
hi

s 
pu

bl
ic

at
io

n)

* 
T

hi
s 

pu
bl

ic
at

io
n 

is
 a

va
ila

bl
e 

in
 s

el
ec

te
d 

fo
re

ig
n 

tr
an

sl
at

io
ns

. P
le

as
e 

sp
ec

ify
 d

es
ire

d 
la

ng
ua

ge
.

Y
ou

r 
N

am
e:

A
dd

re
ss

:

D
ay

tim
e 

P
ho

ne
:

M
ai

l t
o:

T
he

 M
ar

yl
an

d 
S

ta
te

 D
ep

ar
tm

en
t o

f E
du

ca
tio

n

S
ch

oo
l a

nd
 C

om
m

un
ity

 O
ut

re
ac

h 
O

ffi
ce

20
0 

W
es

t B
al

tim
or

e 
S

tr
ee

t

B
al

tim
or

e,
 M

ar
yl

an
d 

21
20

1-
25

95

O
r 

F
A

X
 to

:
41

0-
33

3-
22

75



U.S. Department of Education
Office of Educational Research and Improvement (OERI)

National Library of Education (NLE)

Educational Resources Information Center (ERIC)

NOTICE

Reproduction Basis

C"
Educelionol Resources Inlommflon Ceuta

This document is covered by a signed "Reproduction Release (Blanket)"
form (on file within the ERIC system), encompassing all or classes of
documents from its source organization and, therefore, does not require a
"Specific Document" Release form.

This document is Federally-funded, or carries its own permission to
reproduce, or is otherwise in the public domain and, therefore, may be
reproduced by ERIC without a signed Reproduction Release form (either
"Specific Document" or "Blanket").

EFF-089 (1/2003)

p) 03 1-t/132


